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Words from our new English teacher,
Miss Ng Wan-chi

As extraordinary as it all may seem, the Year 2020 is certainly a year to historify. Schools in
Hong Kong have undergone almost a year of online learning and teaching, which epistemically
trespasses the traditional classroom learning approach. Joining the big family of HLMSS in

September has further made my teaching career more remarkable. Students here are very lively in

character and humanistic in behaviour, which warms my heart whenever
seeing them in the physical classroom or on the virtual teaching platform.
Critical in their thinking and responses, students participate in a highly
interactive learning setting. I am especially fond of the time when |
students ask questions not only in class but after class; sometimes they

even share their personal lives with me!

The learning difficulties faced this year are paralleled with the efforts
to combat the pandemic. One should always sustain his/her courage and performance. The
best medicine for it is hard work. Never forget your parents and teachers are your supportive
guardians! Talk to us whenever you need! We will be here for you!

A familiar face with a new identity —
Mr. Peter Ng Chi-minh

Some of you might have run into Mr. Peter Ng before. He is an
alumnus graduating in 2014. He was also a member and a coach
! assistant of our School Fencing Team. He is excited to be part of his
d alma mater with a totally brand new identity — the Teaching Assistant

of the English Department and Counselling Team.

-", The switch from being in a classroom to a staff room is a real challenge

to Mr. Ng. Working with his teachers, he was expected to adapt to

the working environment and procedure really fast. “I am fortunate
enough to be working with some of my past teachers. They are very patient when guiding me in

ways to complete different tasks. I feel like a student learning from them again.”

You will see more of Mr. Ng in the Movie Appreciation programme after our full resumption.

7]



Free Learning Apps and
Websites for improving English

Mr. Y.S. Tsang

It is never easy for anyone who is used to the mode of teaching and learning in the classroom
to switch to electronic learning almost overnight. Both teachers and students need to reach
out proactively to embrace this change as a way to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of
learning and teaching.

Students now assume a greater role that goes beyond the constraints of a brick and mortar
classroom to connect with the wider world. In a nutshell, they should make good use of learning
apps or platforms. Here, we would like to suggest two apps that can be efficacious in improving
one’s English.

EnglishCentral is a free user-friendly
website/app. With its intuitive and
easy to use interface, students could
maximise their learning through joining
the Easter Challenge Initiative co-run by
hkedcity.net from April to May. Hosted
on all platforms, it provides an array

of short videos to help students learn vocabulary and speak using the video as a model. The
videos, which are classified according to level of difficulty and topic, include transcriptions
and vocabulary definitions so that students can learn at their own pace and time. The videos
are interesting and cutting-edge, and the collection of videos are massive. Interacting with the
videos, students can also practise speaking with an easy-to-use built-in assessment tool called
“intellicoach” that gives students feedback on pronunciation.

Another useful online English learning tool is 4000 Essential English

, Words (1-6). 4000 Essential English Words is originally a six-book

@ series that is designed to focus on practical high-frequency words to

= g enhance the vocabulary of learners from beginner to advance levels.

The series presents a variety of words that cover a large percentage

of the words that can be found in many spoken or written texts.

Each unit presents 20 words which are defined and used in sample

sentences. The activities in the books are designed to present the words in different contexts so

that learners can fully see how they can be utilized. Also at the end of each unit there is a story
which contains the unit’s target words to give learners further examples of the words in use.

Do you know any apps that can help boost learning? Do please share with us.




() Student Interview: Opinions of Online Learning

Mp. Fillary

Despite the obstacles students and teachers have faced this year, they have proven that they are up to the
task. It has definitely been a steep learning curve but the school as a whole has been able to adapt well,
thanks to the hard work of everyone involved. In this short article, I hope to share some insights into
the feelings and experiences that some of our students have about their own online learning experiences
over this past year. [ was delighted to see that their responses were positive about their online learning
experiences. | hope that we as a school can continue to build on these positive learning experiences and
overcome the future learning challenges that we are faced with.

Hong Jolyn Lu, Jolyn (1A) ‘

Did you find the online English classes enjoyable?
Yes, I did. I can learn tons of English words and grammar skills from the interesting videos, learning
apps, the English-related activities and so much more.

Did you learn anything from them?
[ learnt that self-discipline is the key to basically doing everything for your own good, especially by
scheduling when to have Zoom or normal classes and do schoolwork.

Do you like to learn online?

I don’t really like studying online. I personally prefer to have classes in school. It’s because you can get
help with your work simply by asking the teacher right in front of you. Even though it’s more peaceful
and quiet at home when studying (which I like), I still prefer to study in my

lively and noisy class, in order to have more proper and reliable education.

What online exercises or activities would you like to do more of?
I would like to have more game-based learning apps like Kahoot or Quizizz
as they are more fun than traditional revision methods.

Yeung Kiu Pak, Pak (1D) ‘

Did you find the online English classes enjoyable?

I found the online English lessons enjoyable because I was able to learn a lot of English writing skills.
Our teachers also used fun activities to help us stay more focused in class. Every time I learn something
new in English, I feel very happy.

Did you learn anything from them?
I learnt a lot from the enjoyable rhyming exercises which taught me a lot of new English vocabulary. I
also learnt how to write a great travel blog.

Do you like to learn online?
Yes, I like online lessons because I enjoy the learning activities and I
am able to get high marks in the online tests.

What online exercises or activities would you like to do more of?
I would like to do more online preposition exercises this term because I am not very good at using them
in my English writing assignments.
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2020/2021 has certainly been the most unique
and challenging academic year for everyone in
Hong Kong as well as the rest of the world.

With limited time for face-to-face instruction and half-
day school arrangement, there is hardly any chance
for our English Ambassadors to live out their mission
to provide speaking opportunities for junior form
students. We were a bit discouraged, however arduous
it seemed, so our English department has sought out
other means to make sure that our students’ interest in
learning English will not be killed.

—
-

With the full financial support from our
school authority, the English teachers have
made painstaking efforts to liaise with
different tutors and organizations so as to
assist our students to learn English during
the pandemic. A record-breaking number
of 19 online courses were conducted for
all the different learning needs of our
students. Apart from the usual enrichment
and enhancement programmes for all
levels, speaking classes, creative writing
lessons, and even small group tutorials
were organized during school holidays.
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