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Major Concern 1:
Maximizing students’ exposure to English through varied cross-curricular approaches

Achievements

In order to create an English-rich environment to increase students’ exposure inside and
outside the classroom and to promote and create a culture of using English for day-to-day
communication, various programmes and activities were held throughout the year. As in
previous years, English morning assemblies and English Speaking Days were held twice a
month from September to May. With the aim of exposing students to more content subject
knowledge, the English department collaborated with the Key Learning Areas (KLA) to
design a content subject-based speaking form for students to engage in conversational
exchanges with the Principal, Assistant Principals and all non-language teachers in school.
“The English Ambassador Scheme’ (EAS) was also held on English Speaking Days during
which English Ambassadors conducted speaking activities with the students in the classroom
at lunchtime. In addition, ‘“The EAS Lunchtime Programme’ for all S1 and 2 students was
organized from October to May by the English Ambassadors, English teachers and the NET in
the CAL room where all classes were required to attend on assigned Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays. In order to enhance and equip the English Ambassadors with the necessary
skills and confidence in designing and running activities for the lower form students, an
English Ambassador Leadership camp was held on October 17, 2012. All S1 and S2 students
benefited from the EAS programmes as they had to use English with their “elder’ brothers and
sisters, while the English Ambassadors benefited from the training and the service they
provided for their fellow schoolmates. To further enhance the English-speaking environment
and to increase students’ confidence in using English, it is a school policy that all
announcements in the morning are made in English. Students are also required to use English
when they make enquires and requests in the school office, the library, the MMLC and when
seeking the help of a teacher through the intercom outside the staff room. An English Corner
run by the NET was also set up on campus to provide opportunities for students to be exposed
to more authentic English. Students were free to take part in various reading, listening and
speaking tasks such as reading short texts or newspaper, doing word puzzles, watching videos
or simply conversing with the NET in the morning, recess and lunch hour during which a chop
was given for the completion of a task. A small prize was awarded to students who were able
to collect the required number of chops as an encouragement at the end of each term. Students’
response to the English corner was positive as an average of 25 students visited the English
Corner daily and displayed immense interest and eagerness for chances to interact with the
NET. In view of the wide range of programmes and activities carried out during the year, they
were proven to be a success in achieving our aim in raising students’ oral English performance
as an average passing rate of 67% in the annual oral examination for all S1-3 students was
achieved. Students also commented that they enjoyed the opportunities to use English in the
activities and their confidence in spoken English was thus enhanced.

To enhance the print-rich environment and to raise students’ interest on different content
subjects (LAC), a total of 40 posters of interesting hot and cold facts on various non-language
subjects in both English and Chinese were displayed on school campus bi-monthly from
October to May. Students were required to complete relevant worksheets designed by the
English Department so as to ensure that the information was read. An LAC quiz to test
students’ understanding of the content of the posters was also held in term 1 for all S1-3
students with 2C & 3C obtaining an average passing rate of 82% whereas 21% for other
classes. A second quiz was held in July for all S1-3 students with 1A & 3C obtaining an
average passing rate of 68% whereas 34% for other classes. Students in senior forms also
showed interest in the posters and thereby gained more knowledge.

With an aim to strengthening the learning of English through language-across-the-curriculum
6



(LAC), all S1-3 content subjects allocated at most 25% of total lesson time for extended
learning activities (ELA) conducted in English. They also provided an English summary of
each chapter taught, had dictations on relevant vocabulary and set 10% of their exam
questions in English based on either the ELA or LAC (for S1) lessons taught during the year.
In terms of S1 students’ performance in the English section of the half-yearly examination,
35% of the students passed the LAC subjects (i.e. Mathematics, Integrated Science and
Integrated Humanities — History & Geography) with History being the highest. In the annual
examination, 62% of the students passed the LAC subjects (i.e. Mathematics, Integrated
Science and Integrated Humanities) with Integrated Science being the highest.

In order to facilitate the planning and implementation of LAC with a whole-school approach,
an LAC team comprising of English teachers and content subject teachers was set up to
conduct holistic curriculum mapping, promote cross-curricular collaboration among different
KLAs and support content subject teachers on lesson planning, designing of relevant teaching
materials, and providing constructive feedback on the lessons observed. A three-year holistic
plan by the LAC team was formulated to give teachers a clear direction on cross-curricular
collaboration and planning of different KLAs. For each LAC lesson, content subject teachers
collaborated with English teachers to develop resource materials on integrating English into
their content subjects. A topic on a specific language focus or text structure was chosen and
one lesson in each term was used to conduct the LAC. The teaching part of the language
structures were dealt with by the English teachers beforehand so that students would have
learned how to write a specific sentence structure before the content subject teachers started
their teaching thereby raising students’ learning efficiency in the LAC. Eight LAC lessons
were designed and conducted successfully this year to promote collaboration between English
language teachers and various content subject teachers (i.e. Mathematics, Integrated Science,
Integrated Humanities — History & Geography and Information Technology — Computer
Literacy & Business Studies) and S1 teaching resource packages on the LAC subjects were
also produced to support students’ learning through English. Dr. Woo, one of the lecturers of
the MOI Professional Development Programme of the University of Hong Kong, was also
invited to observe the lessons and attend the evaluation meetings to give advice and feedback.
These all helped teachers gain a better understanding of the language needs of the different
KLAs and comprehend the challenges involved in promoting better language use across the
curriculum. With the positive experiences gained through collaboration work, the LAC team
was able to transfer the knowledge and skills from the 4 KLAs to more subjects and from S1
to S2 & S3 in the following years.

In collaboration with the English and LAC subject departments, an S1 Inter-class LAC Quiz
Competition was held on March 18 during English Week. Questions were set based on the
ELA and LAC lessons and students demonstrated enthusiasm and a good grasp of the content
taught.

As reading was chosen as an entry point for the conduct of LAC in school, the promotion of
English reading across the curriculum is crucial in increasing students’ language exposure in
different KLAS so as to enhance their language ability in content subject learning. As such,
one English lesson each week for all S1 classes was devoted to LAC reading monitored by the
NET. Two oral presentations and one written report on LAC books students read in the lesson
or at home were completed once a term. Most students showed interest and competence in
their reading and oral and written work.

In order to provide library support to both teachers and students, learning resources and
materials such as e-books in both English and Chinese and a total of 107 reference books on
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Integrated Science & Geography were purchased and placed in
the library.

Bridging Programmes to help students make the transition from CMI to EMI learning in
7



Mathematics, Integrated Science and Physics were organized for S1-3 students in July and
August 2013. Students commented that the course was useful and effective in helping them
bridge the gap from CMI to EMI learning.

* To facilitate teachers’ professional development and enhance teaching effectiveness to better
facilitate students’ learning of content subjects through English, a talk on ‘Understanding LAC
Skills and Strategies in Different KLAs’ by Dr. Woo, one of the programme organizers of the
MOI Professional Development Programme (PDP) of The University of Hong Kong; a
workshop on the teaching of LAC reading strategies by the school NET; and an experience
sharing session by teachers who had attended the PDP and an EMI-related continuous
development programme were held on the two Staff Development Days in August 2012 and
March 2013. 42.5% of the teachers found the workshop and sharing sessions useful and
effective in providing them a better understanding of the importance of infusing English into
the content subjects to strengthen students’ language ability and the conduct of LAC. To be
in-line with the annual school plan, two more teachers from the Mathematics and Geography
departments also successfully completed the PDP in May. Their experience gained further
enhanced the promotion and collaboration work of LAC in the academic year and another
experience sharing session was held in August. In order to further equip English teachers with
the necessary knowledge and skills in promoting LAC in school, a 6-hour LAC workshop for
the English department was organized in June.

* Eight cross-department peer lesson observations on LAC lessons were also held throughout
the year. The Principal, Assistant Principals, KLAs, LAC team, level teachers and subject
panel members were all invited to observe the lessons and valuable comments were given.

Reflections

® As S1 students did not perform well in the English section of other content subjects (i.e.
Maths, IS & IT) in their half-yearly exam, it was agreed that more hints and revisions would
be given to encourage students to attempt this part of the exam. Due to the fact that either
LAC or ELA content could be tested in the English section of the exam, it did not accurately
reflect students’ learning of LAC content, it was therefore suggested that the English section
should include at least 5% LAC content next year. In addition, it was observed that there was a
limited time schedule for the teaching of both LAC and ELA to be conducted in normal
lessons. Hence it was decided that the topic chosen for LAC lessons could coincide with part
of the ELA to be conducted in each term so as to be more cost effective. With a view to raising
the effectiveness of LAC to be run in the following years, a questionnaire would be distributed
to students after each LAC lesson to find out their comments on the lesson such as the interest
level of the teaching materials and tasks, difficulties encountered and whether or not the
learning targets had been achieved. Further follow-up work on students’ problems with
language or text structures and the understanding of the content subject knowledge taught in
LAC lessons would be carried out by English teachers and content subject teachers
respectively. It is hoped that through the infusion of LAC into the content subject curriculum,
students would have a better understanding that the integration of language and content is
conducive to their learning in academic subjects and that their awareness on how to learn
content subject through English would be increased.

* Due to time constraint and students’ busy schedule, only two LAC quizzes were held during
the year. Since less than 50% of all S1-3 students passed the quiz in the first term, it was
decided that more revision time would be given to students before the quiz and that English
teachers would draw students’ attention to the importance of learning content subjects through
English.

® Lack of time for English and content subject teachers to plan together, different levels of
teachers’ readiness to conduct LAC, teachers’ lack of knowledge and skills to implement LAC
were also other constraints met when conducting the LAC in school. It is hoped that with more
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teachers participating in PDP and more experience sharing on collaboration work with
different KLAs, LAC could be promoted more effectively in the coming years.

As the library books on LAC subjects were limited and subject based, the borrowing rate was
relatively low. It was agreed that more promotion such as book sharing sessions during the
morning assembly and LAC book exhibitions would be organized, the purchase of more
interesting content subject books and the allocation of a LAC bookshelf in the library would
be carried out so as to arouse students’ interest. A list of all LAC books in the library would
also be given to each content subject teachers in order to promote and encourage students to
do more reading.
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7. SR

AdiER$73,684.65

=7 (%) LHY$)
LA FH e 508,936
| RS (P e S 431,935.48
| Gt 508,936 431,935.48
' FHER$77,000.52
8. PBFHEIDEY FEHIEEE A
=7 ($) < ($)
B4 H RS 291,857
' HEIE (- ) FrE 156,578.17
Fial 291,857 156,578.17
' FEER$135278.83
9. M PBINSIEENT
=7 (%) LHY$)
& H 530,000
0
b5 530,000 0
' EE2$530,000
10, [yl iFEL R
=7 ($) L)
B4 R 332,976
FEIRI(- £~ PRHERC fFRE 60,354
fiat - 332,976 60,354
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11.

g B W FF] (English Enhancement Scheme) :

Financial Year

2012,/13 (HK$)

(A)

Scheduled payment (HK$)
(as at approval of September 2011)

0.00
(280,000.00 — amount
suspended in
accordance with Clause

4.6(f)

(B)

Expenditure on approved measures

Latest cashflow

Expenditures

Expenditures

approved

paid

committed

(a) Professional development courses for English
teachers on teaching pedagogy, curriculum
development and the teaching of language arts

60,000.00

0.00

(b) Drama classes for S1-3 students with school teachers
co-teaching (Funding stopped. Programme sustained
and run by school teachers)

0.00

0.00

(c) One additional qualified English teacher to create
room for school teachers for professional
development, school-based curriculum development
and resources building

338,333.00

224,730.00

(d) English leadership camps for student ambassadors
(Funding stopped. Programme sustained and financed
with school funds)

0.00

0.00

(e) English days for all students (Funding stopped.
Programme sustained and financed with school
funds)

0.00

0.00

(f) Purchase of learning and teaching resources

10,000.00

10200.00

Subtotal of expenditures (up to 31 March 2013)

(1) Total approved cashflow / (11) Total expenditures

(408,333.00)
Suspended in
accordance with
Clause 4.6(f)

234,930.00

(©)

Surplus/(Deficit) for the financial year ( = (A)-(B)(11) )

-234,930.00

(D)

Interest gained, if any, in school designated account of
the Scheme (1/4/2012 to 31/3/2013)

2.69

(E)

Balance in school designated account (= Surplus of
previous years ($410531.68) + Scheduled payment (A) -

(BI) + (D))

175,604.37

/As of 31, March 2012/
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AFEES] | PR G| 3 AEST ) Ff”ﬂf% 2 AEEST | FA T %
S R ESS EX R = EX ¥ =k
EXL] 41.4 43.1 82.8 70.6 96.6 89.5
¥ - ﬁ?ﬁ—?ﬁfﬁﬁ 1%7 47.8 37.3 82.6 66.5 100 88.4
= 17.4 48.9 65.2 74.9 82.6 87.3
I TR L 0.0 33.3 40.0 63.8 | 1000 | 873
B 19.0 27.4 46.7 52.0 94.1 80.4
“””*I*(ﬂ’iﬂ =) 7.7 26.0 46.2 55.4 84.7 77.4
“””*I‘*(l EyPED | 125 26.6 25.0 54.0 62.5 74.6
E 33.4 40.7 69.5 65.4 100 84.1
P 5.1 259 | 365 | 487 | 912 775
2yl 30.6 33.3 55.6 61.0 86.2 83.8
Eunale IS ER 13.3 24.1 60.0 50.4 93.3 77.4
Sl 26.3 35.4 75.2 69.0 97.1 88.3
B 26.3 34.4 58.4 56.9 91.2 80.5
Hergr(fi - ) 46.7 45.2 73.4 71.0 100 87.2
P 16.0 49.1 76.0 72.7 88.0 90.1
R 22.2 12.9 55.5 32.8 100 65.7
R e 20.0 24.8 50.0 53.6 100 82.2
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Art Buddies
= ¥¥Hong Kong Arts Development Council

One Certificate of Completion
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Hong Kong Biology Olympiad for Secondary School
= £ Hong Kong Biology Olympiad

One Certificate of Third Class Honors
Eight Certificates of Merit Award

0 G B B A 15 2013 - F i
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B ki IRl il
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The Fourth Inter-Government Secondary Schools English
Debating Competition
= B Government Secondary Schools

Eight Certificates of Participation

Speak Out - Act up! Improvised Drama Competition
= BECurriculum Development Council

Six Certificates of Participation
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