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Foreword

Another year, another collection of great prose, poetry, fiction and
debate speech on various social issues from across our school. Please
spend time to look over the great variety of work our students have
produced. A lot of extra time and effort has gone into producing all this
original work before it goes into print. English teachers each select the
most original work from their students before the best is selected for
you to read. It comes from all age ranges and abilities from Form 1 to
Form 6.

This year the standard has been particularly high and more entries
have been received than ever before. In fact, it could have been
possible to produce two volumes.

Anyway, read on and enjoy this collection of the best that Helen

Liang Memorial Secondary School has to offer you. Enjoy!

Editors of

The Creative Collection of Budding Writers

Ms. Mok Lai-fong, Marisze Mr. Tsang Chun-ngai, Jonathan
Mr. Andrew Monks Mr. Cheng Hoo Keung, Raymond
Miss Li Shu-kai, Shirley Mr. Law Kai-hang, Gobbel

Mr. Fung Shun Sung, Thomas  Mr. Kan Man-fai, Ken
Mr. Yeung Ho-quen, Matthew

1* June, 2015
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The Creative Collection of the Budding Writers

About Myself

1A Jodoca Law 75z Ying

v
Y
-

L &

younger brother is three years old. They are so cute.

My name is Jodoca Law. I am eleven years old. I have

a fringe and long straight hair. I always wear my hair in a

J

4

ponytail.

I live with my parents, one younger sister and one

4

younger brother. My younger sister is four years old and my

Talking about my character, I am a friendly, pleasant, confident, creative and
talkative person. When [ was in primary school, I was in fact a good actress, a
school reporter and Mistress of Ceremony!

After entering secondary school, my interest has
changed. This year, I have joined different extra-curricular
activities including the Badminton Club and School Choir. I
am so keen on these because I can have more chances to do

exercise and I can express how I feel while singing. In fact,

I also like reading fiction stories in my spare time because
of the opportunity they provide to enrich my vocabulary. As for subjects, I like
Art and Music the most. It is because I am good at these two subjects and I have a
great deal of interest in drawing and singing.

When I grow up, I want to be a professional
singer, actress or a reporter. I will study hard to make

my dream come true.
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My Favourite Hong Kong Drink

1A Sammi Mok 157 Lam

There are many wonderful drinks in Hong Kong and one of the best drinks

that I love is “Fruit Punch”. I love drinking fruit punch because it makes me feel

comfortable and cool in summer. I g . ,\
Fruit punch tastes sweet, just like ‘Fanta’. I usually 1 &‘
buy it from different supermarkets or cafés. They are sold at

around $16.

If you think it is too expensive, you can make it at home
by yourself...... What you need is just some fruits like pineapples, orange juice
and some soft drinks. Here is how this kind of drink can be made. First, wash the
fruit carefully. Next, chop the fruits into pieces. Then, put the fruit in a cup. After
that, pour half a cup of orange juice into a cup followed by your favourite soft
drink and it’s done!

Making fruit punch is easy, right? If you like it, don’t wait! Make a nice fruit
punch by yourself today!
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Book Report: A Dog for a Day

1B Agnes Lam

The book I have read is called A Dog for a Day. It is written by Wendy
Douthwaite and is about animals. The story is about Mark and a hungry little dog.

One Saturday, Mark was going out. Without realising it, Mark found his feet
turning towards the lorry park, which was next to the council rubbish dump. The
lorry park was where Mark and Dan raced their bikes. It was their favourite place.
But today, the lorry park was deserted.
Then Mark saw the dog. Its fur was in such
a drab colour. It was the same colour as
the ground and it didn't move. Mark took a
few steps towards the dog and the dog was
scared. Then, Mark asked the dog why it
was there and the little dog looked at Mark

with frightened eyes. After playing with
the little dog for a while, Wayne came along. He was older than Mark and he was
a bully. Mark was afraid of him. Mark went away from the dog and Wayne was
going to bully the dog. Mark saw it, and he was very angry at Wayne. He shouted
at Wayne and went to hit him. Mark went on punching him angrily. Wayne was
scared of him and went away quickly. Mark turned back towards the little dog and
bought some food for it. Then he went to many places to find a new owner for the
little dog. In the end, Mark’s family decided to keep the dog and they were happy
to accept it into their family.

My favourite character is Mark. It is because he was brave and kind. When he
saw Wayne bullying the little dog, Mark saved the dog from naughty Wayne, so I
think he is brave. Then, he took the dog to the pet shop to buy some food for the
dog and helped the little dog to find a new owner so I think he is kind.

The part I found interesting is when the dog was tied to the wire fence. Mark
had to check if the dog was still moving because it was the same colour as the

ground. At last the dog raised his head wearily. He looked at Mark, dully, with sad
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brown eyes. Mark then began to squat
down to look at the dog. But Mark
remembered his mother telling him not
to touch a strange dog as it might bite
you. The little dog put his head down
on the floor again after seeing Mark.
Mark slowly talked to the little dog in
a kind voice. The little dog begun to
wave his tail to show he liked Mark. I
felt unhappy when Wayne bullied the

little dog because Wayne was so cruel
to kick the dog and shout, ‘I don't like
dogs!” I also felt happy because Mark untied, cleaned, bathed and gave food to it.
He took good care of the little dog.

I like this story book because it shows me how to love and care for animals
like dogs, cats and birds. I have learnt not to bully any animals or people because
they all have feelings. Also, we should care about the feelings of our parents and
be obedient and listen to what they say or teach. It is because parents know what

is best for their children, just like pet owners know what is best for their pets.
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My school

1B Amy Keung Ka ¥i

Let me tell you something about my secondary school.
It has a very big campus and is a lot bigger than my primary
school.

There is a hall on the first floor. Every Monday

morning, my classmates and I go there for the morning

assembly. We also have a gym. It is very bright and I hope
we can have dancing competitions there in the future.

I sometimes go to the library. It has more than 4,000 books, so I can read
books on different topics.

There are many co-curricular clubs, for example,
the Basketball Club, Football Club, Badminton Club ("
and Fencing Club. There is also a Computer Club, »
Drama Club, Chess Club and Home Economics Club.

LEARNING!

I have joined some of them and enjoyed the regular

activities that they hold. They make my school life fun.
The teachers here are caring, patient and generous.
I like to learn from them. Sometimes, I will even talk
about my daily life with them.
I like my school so much that I see it as my second home. I hope you also

enjoy your school life!
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Forever Friends

1C Gobbie Chan Ching Lam

How do I help my friends and get along with them?
If my friends have problems with their homework, I can
teach them or discuss the answers with them. If they are
unhappy, I will ask them why and listen to them. I find
that if they can find a good listener who listens to them,
they will think positively about their problems. Luckily,

I can always think of some ways to solve their problems

and give them solutions. Whenever they need me, I will
try my best to help them.

I have a lot of friends because of my caring character. Some of them are
Mary, Mandy, JoJo and Candy. They are all my dear friends. With them, I feel so
delighted and do not feel lonely at all.

I think they will not betray me. Even if they really do so, I will forgive them

because there must be a reason behind it. Hopefully, this will not happen.
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Self-introduction

1D Grace Ho Man Wa

My name is Grace. I am twelve years old. I have black hair. I
often wear a pony tail. My eyes are big and I have a little mouth. I
am tall and slim. I always wear a dress and a head band.

I am a cheerful girl who loves smiling, and that’s why people

usually call me ‘Sunshine Girl’. I like playing with friends and

chatting with my family. As I have a friendly character, I have made a lot of
friends at school. I am so glad that I can meet them.

At the weekend, I like to swim in the swimming

pool near my home with my family. I know swimming

(f\ is healthy and good for us. My family and I sometimes

go hiking during long holidays. We enjoy the nice

scenery at the countryside. We only do it during

holidays because we can take a long rest after the

hike. I also like cycling. My sister and I go cycling in the park twice a week. It is

our common hobby.
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Chinese New Year Eve

1D Anson Leung Ka Chun

Chinese New Year is the most popular festival in China, and it is the happiest
time for Chinese families all over the world. A very important day for festival
celebrations is the day before the Chinese New Year — the Chinese New Year Eve.

A few days before Chinese New
Year, most families begin to clean

Cip Af 0 or paint their houses. With this, it

’l{ﬁc‘m‘ @& i is believed that dirt and bad luck
"IN W&?ﬁj} i ( ] accumulated over the past year can be

= washed away. The busiest day is New

Year’s Eve where family members

gather to have reunion dinners together at home or in restaurants. The dinner is a
feast where special food with meat, fish and vegetables are included. The dishes
are all specially designed to bring good fortune and health for all family members.

After dinner, people like going to
different flower markets. People usually
buy flowers and potted tangerines which
represent good fortune and happiness for ZEe:
them in the coming year. Every flower
market is so crowded because many

people look for pots of beautiful flowers.

Besides flowers, visitors can buy food,
toys and accessories. Visitors who don’t want to buy anything may just go there
and walk around. In fact, many people like just basking in the joyful atmosphere
in the crowded flower markets, especially the one in Victoria Park.

While some people are eager to go to flower markets, some families may be
busy decorating the walls and doors of their houses with ‘Fai Chun’ for luck and
safety. Some even gather to play games at home all through the night.

What would you do during Chinese New Year’s Eve?
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A Thank You Letter To My Grandma

1D Meko Mak

Dear Grandma,

How are you? I miss you so much. Although you passed away last year, I’ve
never stopped thinking about you and I will never forget you.

Thank you for taking care of me for the past twelve years. You lived with me
and I saw you every day. It was a happy time that [ will always treasure. If I had
any problem or when I was unhappy, you were always there to listen and talk to
me. I remember the last time I saw you was on my birthday.

Every birthday, you would buy me a cake and give me some lucky money.
But not anymore! Grandma, I really miss you. Can we go back in time? Can you
please return to me?

Grandma, you will live in my heart and my memory forever.

Love,
Meko
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Book Report: Run!
The Elephant Weighs A Ton

24 Ho Man Her

I want to introduce a book to you. The book is called Run! The Elephant
Weighs a Ton. It was written by Adam Frost.
First, I want to introduce some main characters to you.
Mr. Nightingale and Mrs. Nightingale are the zookeeper and
chief vet of London Zoo respectively. Their children, Tom and
Sophie stayed at the zoo and learned from their parents how
to take care of the different kinds of animals, such as elephants.

Now let me tell you about the story. It is

f - an animal adventure featuring the Nightingale
] }4 200 family. The vet of another zoo, Whipsnade Zoo,
- b .,0"; caught chickenpox so the Nightingale family
Q_d_ - @-\:é‘ 5 needed to help out and spend their summer
) '-b (esst ¢ -
ey K

there. The Nightingale family went to the zoo
on their boat ‘The Ark’ with their pets, including a terrier, two cats and five stick
insects. Tom and Sophie joined their mum at Whipsnade Zoo to help an elephant
deliver its calf, and another exciting adventure began. At first, the elephant calf,
Dirshani, struggled to survive as it did not eat well. With expert help and lots of
care, the calf grew stronger, and Tom and Sophie had a new animal friend. During
the next year, the young elephant was encouraged to take its place in the herd.
Tom and Sophie dreamt that one day Dirshani would take part in the elephant
demonstration. But there were a few hurdles for them to cross before that dream
was realised in this thrilling animal adventure.

I like this book very much because it is interesting. I love the zoo very much.
If I have a chance, I want to have the experience of visiting a zoo. I want to take
care of the elephants or other exotic animals. I would recommend this book to my

friends who like animals or adventure stories.
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New Store — Super Clothing

2A4 Roy Ho Long Wai

Super Clothing offers range of clothing items in store and has

) |

s

some special offers for our customers on selected items.

o
T b
"!@

In fact, our new store has a lot of discounts and special offers. The quickest

Super Clothing has T-shirts, jeans,

trainers, earrings, rings, bracelets, and so on. Whatever

your body shape, we have a design for you. Our in-house
designer designs the best clothes for all body types. Our
bestseller, the trainers are especially comfortable and fit

perfectly. You can run faster than dogs when you wear

one.

way to get a discount is to apply for a loyalty card. Of course, you need to buy
over $1,000 before you can have the loyalty card. After you have got the card, a
20% discount will be given for future purchases.

For many items, you will be given a special offer of ‘Buy Three, Get One
Free’. There are lucky draws on different occasions, too.

Do come and support our store when you are free!
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The Lost Memory

2B Johnny Lam Yuk Yin

Chris is a secondary school student. He loves all kinds of books. His school
results are very good. He is a handsome boy and all the girls at school think that
he is attractive.

This story started on a typical day. It was sunny

but not too hot. After school, Chris went to the coffee

him. Chris put down his book and looked up. He found that the girl was really
beautiful. He let her sit with him. They started to chat and they had a good time.
After finishing their drinks, the girl suggested taking a walk to the park. Chris
agreed. At that time, there was no one in the park. It was strange but Chris did not
see a problem because he was with a pretty girl.

Suddenly, the girl changed into to a zombie. Chris
saw this and felt really scared. He ran as fast as he could
but the zombie ran much faster. She got Chris and bit him
on his neck. She then disappeared and left Chris lying on
the ground. Chris got back on his feet and ran to the police
ﬁ . - | station. He told a police officer what had happened but the

police officer did not believe him. Chris

felt really disappointed.

Chris was very tired so he went home and went to bed right
away. The next morning, when Chris looked in the mirror, he
could not believe his eyes. He saw a monster in the mirror. His

left eye had become red while the right one had become white.

He also had wings. He had become a monster. He knew that it was because he
had been bitten by the zombie. Chris did not know what to do. He did not want

to live like this. Suddenly, he remembered reading an article about zombies on
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the Internet by a scientist called Dr. J. He thought that Dr. J might be able to help
him. He sent him an email to tell him what had happened.

Receiving the email, Dr. J went to Chris’s home as fast as he could. He asked
Chris if he wanted to try the new medicine he had just invented. The medicine
could help Chris become human again but it had not been tried out yet and Dr. J
was not sure about the side effects. As Chris did not want to look like a monster,
he decided to take the risk. He took the medicine. After a while, he felt that his
whole body was on fire. He screamed in pain and kept rolling on the floor. Dr. J
gave him a shot to put him to sleep. Three hours later, Chris woke up. His wings
had disappeared and he had got his face back. When he saw Dr. J, he was shocked.
He asked him why he, a strange looking old man, was at his home. Chris did not
remember what had happened. Dr. J realised that amnesia was a side effect of the
medicine. Dr. J thought that it would be better not to tell Chris the truth so he just

left without saying anything. It would be better to let it go.
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Charity Sale

2B Ken Ko Cheong Yung

Introduction
This year’s charity sale will be held at New Town Plaza
from 8 am to 5 pm on 1st June to 7th June. The money will go

to The Red Cross. Do not miss this great chance to show your

love and care. You may not have this chance so often!

Product One — 3310 or 8250 Mobile Phone
This mobile phone can never be broken and is surely

durable. It is water-proof, too. It is priced at $200 only, with a

special offer ‘Buy One, Get One Free’.

Product Two — Stationery Set
This stationery set contains different pens, pencils, rulers, etc. There is a

discount of 40% for the first ten customers.

Other Activities

Apart from the charity sale, there are other
activities on that day, like talent show and
game booths. Do come and have fun! All your

contributions can surely help those in need.
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A (Bad) Visit to Disneyland

2C Thomas Chan King Lun

I went to Disneyland on a trip. As the final class activity of the year, my class
teacher wanted to take us to a special place, Hong Kong Disneyland. Although I
tried many things there and it was also my first time at the park, there were some
things that ruined my day. It was an unforgettable day.

‘Woah! I’ve never seen this before! This is amazing!” This was my first
feeling when I looked at the fountain outside the entrance. First, we listened to my
teacher’s instructions. ‘You all should work as a group, walk as a group and most
importantly, eat lunch as a group.’ I was not really listening. My legs were itching
to move and start exploring the huge park.

First we went to Autopia. It was a place where I

could drive a car. I had to wait in a long queue, standing

whispered. I kept muttering under my breath, ‘Just
one minute...just one minute...” After a long long wait, it was finally our turn. I
thought the ride would be good, but then it was just driving on a boring track. It
was not worth the wait.

After that, we returned to the main streets. We saw a trolley selling some
snacks. ‘Why is everything so expensive? I don’t have much to spend,” one of my
group members said sadly. ‘Let’s go now.” However, I actually had enough money.
‘Why don’t we share?’ I suggested. I bought a box of popcorn for ninety-five
dollars. Yet it was all cold, not crunchy, and worst of all, expensive!

We tried to forget the bad experience and moved
on to the next spot. I asked, ‘Where shall we go next
— Space Mountain or Mystic Manor? They are both
popular and exciting!” No one gave me an answer. j
‘Look! It’s Mickey over there!’ a girl suddenly

screamed. Everyone in my group ran over to take photos with him. I had no idea
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why they were so excited about seeing Mickey.
While we were taking photos, I suddenly
realised that Jenny, one of our group members,
was gone. We could not call her on the phone
either. We hunted for her around the park and
told our teacher that she was missing. When
we arrived at Mystic Manor, we found Jenny.
‘Whoops! Didn’t I tell you guys I was heading
here? You must have been too busy with

Mickey,” Jenny explained. Our teacher got very

mad, but was glad that we could find her. We

then went on a ride at Mystic Manor together. The exterior of the building was
amazing as it looked like a haunted house with classic decorations. The adventure
was exciting too.

Then it was time for us to eat. We all went to a burger shop, but we
discovered that a set cost seventy five dollars! It was so expensive. We still had
a burger each and went to the next spot — Space Mountain. It was a bad decision.
After going on the twists and turns on the ride, I felt sick. I nearly vomited outside
the exits!

I could summarise this trip in three words: boring, expensive and sickening. I

would never want to go to Disney again after this poor experience!
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Helicopter in the Sky

2C Tommy Yeung Chuen Chung

Flap! Flap! Engine’s on,
All systems are already on.
Counting on to take off,

Make breezes and blow you off!

Every view is unique,

Treat them as a series of antiques.
Holy helicopter hovering in the sky,
Birds soar and hunting up high.

Viewing the scenery like a bird,
Never gonna be a nerd.
Hilly mountains and deep deep gaps,

Never showing on the maps!

Making such a noisy noise,
Louder than your screaming voice!
Why would I try it again?

Coz’ it brings me lots of joy.
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Anvil: A Story Written For S.2 English Week

2C Zita Lam Wing Yan 2C Audrey Ng Wun Ting
2C Hilary Law Mei Yee 2C Pinky Law Hoi Kiu

Once upon a time, there were some angels who were very kind and eager to
help others. However, there were also some devils. They liked to cause trouble
and destruction. They did not like each other, so they waged war. Finally, the
angels used their skills and they won with their kindness. The angels suggested
combining themselves together so that they could use their powers to help others.
There would be no more angels, only ‘Anvils’ — a mix of angels and devils.

Once there was a child who had some family

-y
\\I\rt

and social problems. He tried to use some foolish

ways to solve these problems, such as taking drugs

/
' and drinking alcohol. A Anvil called Zoe came to
help this poor kid. The devil part of Zoe showed the
child the results of using this approach to solve their
problems. The angel told the child the best way to solve these problems and used
a very kind voice to tell him about them. The child accepted Zoe’s love and advice
and felt warmth in his heart. Finally, the child overcame his problems following
Zoe’s advice. Zoe was a great success! The child and his family all appreciated his
help.

He not only helped children but also adults. A lady had some *..™ J
problems with her relationship and she attempted suicide. Zoe \\&
went on a mission again! Zoe told the woman, ‘There’s no need - T
to die for a worthless boy. There must be someone who truly (
loves you! Why do you need to end your life? Your family would \
be hurt badly if you died so young.” The words from Zoe woke the girl up. After
these, people gave Zoe a nickname — “100% Success’!

Zoe helped many people and they all liked him very much. One day, Anvil
saw a girl crying. He asked, ‘Why are you crying?’ The girl said, ‘I have a lot of

problems but no one could help me!” Zoe said, ‘No worries! I can help you.’
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The girl had two big problems. One was about
her home. Her parents separated and she lived with
her dad. However, he was an alcoholic. She was
very poor. The angel part of Zoe knew what to do.

She let the girl talk to her father. Zoe knew that

he would listen to his daughter. He never drank

alcohol again and her mother got back with her father again. Although the girl
was happy again, there was still another problem. It was a problem at school. The
angel part of Zoe did not know what to do. Suddenly, the devil part had an idea for
the girl. The girl can ask the teacher or her friends to help. Finally, the girl lived
happily forever. She could make more friends in class and score high marks in the
exam.

After helping the girl, Zoe realized that angels and devils could work
together. They became friends and helped others who have problems. People love
them very much.

After this story, we know that ‘Nothing is Impossible’. We need to actively

face problems. Otherwise, there will never be any success.
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Cupcake Man

2D Thomas Cheung Ho Laam
Once upon a time, there was a place called Cupcake 3’ a aﬁ ﬁ
Kingdom. All the people in Cupcake Kingdom loved to @ ‘@ ('S @
eat cupcakes, so there were many confectioners in the s - (@
o ‘!} Y 4 —
kingdom. = = HE, |
Jeff was a very famous confectioner in the kingdom. % ."!."-' A P
His cupcakes were very popular because many people “‘ﬁ h' Wil B

said that Jeff’s cupcakes were the most delicious in the ” % é
v L

kingdom. Not only could Jeff make delicious cupcakes,
&

: 2
P [P prequprey he also had magic powers. U 3 m
The cupcakes he made would

e

come to life if they were not "'-n" q
eaten on the day they were
made. But Jeff did not know that.

One day, Jeff made a new set of cupcakes. There
was one cupcake left after tasting so Jeff put it in the refrigerator. The next
day, Jeff totally forgot about the cupcake in the refrigerator. Something strange
happened. The cupcake in the refrigerator came to life. It had two small eyes,
a small mouth, two hands and two legs. It came up with a name for itself —
Cupcake Man. He was afraid that he would be eaten so he always stayed in the
refrigerator. He kept hiding in the refrigerator until one day,
Jeff’s daughter, Mary wanted to get something to eat. She
opened the refrigerator and saw Cupcake Man. She wanted
to eat him. Cupcake Man knew that he would die so he ran as
quickly as he could. Unfortunately, he was caught by Mary.
Cupcake Man asked Mary not to eat him. Mary thought that

Cupcake Man was very special so she decided to keep him as
her pet. Cupcake Man thought it was lucky that he did not have to die so he agreed
to be Mary’s pet.
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A month later, Jeff took part in a competition. It was the largest cupcake
competition in the kingdom, which was held once every five years. Jeff had
prepared a cupcake he was very proud of for the competition. He was confident
that he would win.

On the day of the competition, Jeff discovered that the cupcake he had
prepared was gone and there was no time for him to make another one. At that
moment, Mary knew that she was in trouble. That morning, Mary had seen the
cupcake in the kitchen. It had looked so delicious and she was hungry, so she
could not help but eat it. She did not know what she could do to help her father.
Cupcake Man saw that. He wanted to help Mary. He
volunteered to be Jeff’s cupcake for the competition. @ @ "’";;

In the end, Jeff won the competition. What cupcake

2o
1l

could be better than a cupcake that could move and @
\
speak, right? L
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Our Fantastic Hiking Trip

3B Choi Wing Shan

From my observation, hiking is a popular pastime.
Why? It allows us to enjoy nature and to go to places that
we seldom visit. Last week, I joined a hike to Ma On Shan
organized by our Hiking Society. It aimed to help us relax

and get in touch with nature.

All participants gathered at Tai Wai Railway Station
at 9 a.m. on 15" March with the right footwear and proper hiking clothes. Before
the hike, we bought some food, bottled water and a first aid kit at a supermarket.
More importantly, we checked if the essential equipment like mobile phones and
relevant maps was at hand.

After gettlng off at Chung On Railway Station, the fantastic

Along the trail, some monkeys were spotted. Seeing us, they
looked at us and ran away towards the trees immediately. In fact, I was a bit
shocked at first because I had not seen wild animals up close before. I normally
meet them only in TV documentaries. Maybe since it’s the first time we see them
face to face, we felt so excited. Shortly after this, we took a rest and enjoyed our
lunch.

After the lunch break, we continued to walk up to the
peak, while looking down at the beautiful view over the
country park. Even more spectacular was the view of Tolo

Harbour and Tai Po. As a result, lots and lots of photos

were taken for future memories.

After all, it is surely an educational hiking trip. While we could enjoy the
fresh air, beautiful scenery and wonderful nature and relax ourselves, we found
the skills we learnt during Geography lessons in locating this and that during the

trip very practical. It was good that we did not get lost on the hiking trail!
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Precious Advice

3C Chloe Chan Jing Tong

A few weeks ago, we had the year-end activities

at our school. The Student Union held a talent show
called ‘Helen Liang’s Got Talent’. I joined the show
with three of my friends. The reason we participated

in the show was that we could play different kinds

of musical instruments. Overall, we decided to join
the contest as an ensemble. In the ensemble, I played the violin, and my friends
played the harp, the cello and clarinet respectively.

We practised very hard for the performance. We spent most of our time
having rehearsals. Time passed quickly. It was the day of the show. We did a
final rehearsal before the performance. My friend advised me to check my strings
again carefully so as to prevent accidents from happening during the performance.
However, I ignored her advice as I thought that there would not be anything
unexpected.

When the master of ceremony introduced our ensemble and we walked onto
the stage in the school hall, I saw a huge audience and a few judges. Seeing them
all staring at us, my heart raced.

After we were greeted with enthusiastic applause,
we started our performance. Our quartet went off with
a smooth start, and the four of us enjoyed ourselves
in the wonderfully melodic and tuneful movements of

the symphony. Suddenly, ‘Ding!’ The sound almost

broke my eardrums. I found that one of my chord
strings snapped into two. My mind went blank at that moment. My body was
shaking and I was helpless. Fortunately, I had learnt to play the guitar when I was
small. Consequently, I played my violin like a guitar using the three remaining

strings and luckily finished the performance.
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I was really pleased that we could finish the performance even though it was
not perfect. After the show, I realized that listening to others’ advice is for my

own good. I understood how precious the advice was from my friends!
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Wonderful Tokyo

3C Chloe Chan Jing Tong

A week ago, I went on a four-day trip to Tokyo with my family. I had a lot of
fun there.

After a few hours of flight, we arrived in Tokyo.

We checked into the hotel and started our journey.
We went to Tokyo Tower for sightseeing. The view
there was so beautiful. Almost the whole of Tokyo
was visible from there. I am not afraid of heights.
Therefore, I enjoyed staying on the tower. After sightseeing, I had sushi and
sashimi for lunch. It was so delicious. When we finished our lunch, we headed to
Senoji Temple. It was a Buddhist temple located in Asakusa.

On the second day, we left the hotel early to
visit Mount Fuji. The mountain was so gorgeous.
I had never seen this kind of view before in
Hong Kong. Afterwards, we had an early lunch

at a famous ramen restaurant. It was hard to

resist. After lunch, we went to Edo-Tokyo
Museum. It was an excellent museum about Tokyo’s history. The exhibits were
worth seeing. Because we left the hotel early, we were tired and went back to the
hotel. However, our day did not end. We rode on the Ferris Wheel at night, and we
found that the night view was just awesome.

On the third day, we spent our whole day at Tokyo Disneyland. There were
many thrill rides and exciting things for us. It was unforgettable. I rode on quite a
lot of rides. It was much scarier than the ones in Hong Kong.

On the last day, we went to Ueno Park in the morning. It was a city park with
multiple museums and a zoo. It was just amazing. I liked the animals there a lot.
In the afternoon, we got on a flight and headed back to Hong Kong.

Although four days is not a long period of time, I’ve already fallen in love

with this enchanting city. I miss Tokyo.
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An Unforgettable Charity Event

3C Annie Tam Man Vi

I joined an activity with the school social service team one month ago. We
visited some children who were in need and gave them daily products. Seeing
them smile warmed my heart.

I still remember that morning. I was so excited about the activity that I got
dressed quickly, brought the tiny gifts with me and went to school early.

We took a coach to Ronald McDonald House. The moment I walked in, I saw
lots of children and every single one of them was so happy when they saw us.

Then I walked into the first room. There was a boy who
was bald. My friends and I went to his side and greeted him.

He told me that he had lung cancer, and his parents were C
busy with their work and did not really have much time to

take care of him. He was from Spain and he could not speak Chinese and did not
have many friends. These were the reasons why he was there.

We felt quite sad and sorry for the experiences he had. So, we comforted him
and I gave him a handmade bracelet. He liked it very much. I felt so much better
after seeing the big, beautiful smile on his face.

After that, I said goodbye to him and went to the next

room. I saw a girl who was holding a picture. We walked into

the room and I greeted her and asked, “Who are these people
in that picture and why are you holding it?’ She answered
PE sadly, ‘They’re my parents. We were going to Hong Kong from
New Zealand by plane. But then the plane crashed and I was one of the people
who survived. My parents died in that accident. [ miss them very much and I feel
closer to them while I’'m holding this picture.’
My eyes were teary after listening to her story. So, I said, ‘I totally
understand your feelings. And this is life — you always have to leave the ones you
need and love. You’re still loved by them and I think they heard what you’ve said

to me. They love you, and you’re always in their hearts.” We talked for another
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thirty minutes but then I realized that I had to go. So, I also gave her a bracelet
that I had made and said goodbye to her.

While I was leaving, some children we talked to ran out and waved their tiny
hands at us. I waved back and said a last goodbye to them.

That was an unbelievable and unforgettable activity. I realised that
volunteering can really help others and bring happiness to them. I will keep being

a volunteer and help others in the future.
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A Trip To Macau

3C Annie Tam Man Vi

I went to Macau with my family last week and it was an amazing trip.

We took the ferry there and we upgraded our tickets to first class. We ate
spaghetti on the ferry and the food on board was pretty tasty.

After we arrived in Macau, the first place we went
to was Galaxy Macau. It is a popular casino hotel. We

then went to a famous bakery and bought some phoenix

eggrolls and almond cookies. The products there were quite L
expensive but they were worth buying.

Then we went to the Ruins of St. Paul’s. That wall looked really unique and
we took lots of photos there. After that, it was 5 p.m. so we went to the closest
restaurant and had some local food. We ordered three pork chop buns, Portuguese
chicken stew and three Portuguese egg tarts. We felt really full and the food in
Macau was amazingly tasty!

After eating, we decided to travel to another place. So, we went to Macau
Tower and got to the observation deck. The view of Macau at night was amazing,
and we felt as if we were at the top of the world. We went back to our hotel and
had a great night.

The next morning, we took the bus to Senate
Square. We bought lots of things and souvenirs for
our friends and family. They would be so happy! After
shopping, we went back to Hong Kong by ferry.

The whole trip was awesome. I hope I can visit

Macau again.
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Stay Away From Drugs

4A4 John Wong King Chiu

Nowadays, the problem of drug abuse is serious among young people and has
become more common. Drug abuse is dangerous and harmful. Why do teenagers
take drugs?

Firstly, many young people take drugs out of curiosity. They want to try them
and understand the different feelings they can have. Then, they want to fit in
with their peers and friends. Moreover, they use drugs as a means to escape from
reality and the disadvantaged environment they live in. Lastly, they take drugs as
a rebellious act against their parents and some might even think taking drugs can
help them keep fit.

There are some solutions to this problem. For example, more public and
school education is needed to inform the teenagers how serious the effects of
taking drugs are. Also, parents, teachers and social workers should be given more
training to help them spot the teenagers who are with the wrong crowd and are
more vulnerable to peer pressure. I suggest that the government do their best to
cut off the drug supply and break down the triad activities to prevent the teenagers
from taking drugs. Moreover, we can set up outreach programmes to seek ‘hidden
abusers’, in order to help them.

Young people themselves, their families, the community and the government
can do many things to tackle the growing problem of drug abuse among young
people. For young people, they should understand that by taking drugs, their
problems would not be solved and their unhappy feelings will not go away.
Families should cooperate with schools and support the programmes and policies
that help teenagers stay away from drugs.

For the community, all citizens should accept reformed drug abusers and offer
them opportunities to start a new life. Also, companies should employ them for
work. For the government, it should fund more rehabilitation programmes and set
up special rehabilitation centres for young drug abusers.

To conclude, as drug abuse causes serious and harmful consequences,

teenagers should stop abusing drugs, and stay away from them.
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My Favourite Festival

4B Samantha Chan Her Yi

There are so many festivals in a year
and all of them have a special meaning. For
example, Christmas is to commemorate the
birth of Jesus. Easter is to commemorate
the resurrection of Jesus and so on. I guess
among all of them, there’s at least one

festival that means a lot to you. For me, it’s

Mother’s Day. It is the most meaningful and
enjoyable festival for me.

Mother’s Day falls on the second Sunday of May every year. On 10 May
1908, Anna Jarvis, three years after her mum’s death, held a memorial ceremony
for her mom and other women who died at Andrew Church. Most of these women
were nurses before they were all killed by the same murderer. After holding a
memorial ceremony, the daughters and sons of the murdered women all requested
the US government to set that day as Mother’s Day so as to honour their mothers.
Eventually, the US government agreed to do so.

On Mother’s Day, most Hong Kongers love to go to ‘Yum
Cha’ — enjoying breakfast or brunch in Chinese restaurants.

People go to Chinese restaurants to have breakfast or brunch with

their moms and enjoy ‘Dim Sum’, such as egg rolls and shrimp
dumplings. Mother’s Day is the day for us, the daughters and the sons, to show our
gratitude to our mums. Mum is the person who gives birth to us, does anything for
us but never asks for anything in return. They always stand by our side no matter
how naughty, stubborn or foolish we are. We have all been carried around in their
tummies for 9 months but do we know how much pain they had suffered? When
they were giving birth to us, the pain which they experienced was indescribable.
It is horrible, even inhumane for human beings to suffer and tolerate such pain but

our mothers never grumbled one bit!
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My mum is not a housewife. She has
to work in an office from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
In the past, she was a piano teacher. But
after I was born, she gave up being a piano

teacher and started her career in the tourism

industry. She has already sacrificed so much
for me. I really want to say ‘I love you’ and ‘thank you’ to her for a thousand
times and give her a big hug every morning but as she works hard and seldom
stays at home, I don’t see her too often. Therefore, every year, I write her a card
and cook her a very good meal on Mother’s Day. That’s what I can do to make her
feel happy now. I love my mum and she is the only one I promise to take good
care of forever.

Mums give their best to their children but never ask

W®B‘5L6D7% for anything in return. What should we do to show our
< r.f gratitude to them? Just write them a card, treat them to
:GJBB% "' a meal, help them finish the housework and study hard.
G ¥ Then they will feel ha and satisfied. So, don’t feel

G[\/LUGMQ y PPy
embarrassed when you want to say ‘thank you’ or ‘I love

you’ to your mothers. Mother’s Day can be an excellent occasion to remind us to

thank our moms and that’s why it’s my favourite festival!

183



Helen Liang Memorial Secondary School (Shatin)

—

My Superhero

4B Samantha Chan Her Yi

What is the definition of superhero? How can one become a superhero? Must
a superhero always save people from danger like in the
movies? I think there is not a single definition what it is!
What I believe is that everyone can be a superhero. So, who
is mine?

Quincy is studying in the same school and in the same

grade as I do. We have known each other for almost three

years and she is my best friend. We have gone through many
things together and every time [ have a hard time or when I am feeling blue, she
is always there and stands by my side. One day, something horrible happened and

yet she was there as always. In fact, she even saved me from being turned into a

newborn vampire.

On the first day of my secondary four school life, I
found that all the pupils in my class were vampires. How did
I know that? I could tell from their fangs, cloaks, and the
bloodstains on their lips. I was just a normal human being
with virgin blood. Unfortunately, that was why I got into
trouble. When I stepped into my classroom, my classmates
kept staring at me and I felt desperate and helpless. I had no
idea who in the school could give me a helping hand at that

moment.

Gosh! They were moving towards me. ‘What can I
do now?’ I asked myself. At that moment, there were two options in my mind.
One was to run for my life, and the other one was to pretend that I was calm
and nothing was happening. I had no time, and I was almost within their grasp.
Suddenly, Quincy came and gave me and the vampires a great shock. I didn’t even
know she was a werewolf until she showed me her real identity, a werewolf with

grey fur. ‘My god!’ I said to myself again. I didn’t know how Quincy could know
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I was in danger. But then, I remembered that in ‘Twilight’, werewolves were very
sensitive and would feel nervous when vampires were trying to hurt human beings.

As everyone knows, werewolves and vampires are enemies. Quincy and the
vampires were no exceptions. They kept
looking at each other and making sounds
like ‘hoola’ and ‘hoow’. After a while, they
started to fight with each other. Quincy kept
biting the vampires’ heads and necks until
they all died and fell on the floor. In just a
few minutes, Quincy killed ten vampires but

there were still a lot of them. The vampires

tried to hurt Quincy with their fangs but
they couldn’t. They soon realized that Quincy had super powers. Those wounds on
her body could heal in three seconds. The vampires were all shocked by Quincy’s
super powers but they still kept trying to hurt her. Fortunately, Quincy killed all
of them with her super power eventually. She saved me from being a meal for the
evil vampires and being turned into a newborn
vampire.

Quincy is definitely my superhero. I'm
just a normal and innocent human being but
she is still willing to be my best friend and
protect me. Also, when I was in danger, she
didn’t give up on saving me though she was
fighting alone. If I were Quincy, I might not

be so brave. That’s why she is always my

superhero and best friend.
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My Views On Smart Cars

4C Chole Ho Suert Mer

Some people consider Smart cars to be the answer to all our transportation
problems. While I believe that Smart cars do have some advantages, they are
nevertheless highly overrated.

First of all, Smart cars are highly impractical. They are
usually only 2.5 metres long, less than 1.5 metres wide and
about 1.5 metres tall. Smart cars are smaller than normal O o
cars. For this very reason, I strongly believe that they are not
suitable for tall people. I can’t imagine that if a man who is 180 cm tall or above
driving Smart cars on the road. The car is just too small for him! His legs will be
very stiff if he is to drive for more than half an hour.

Like the driver, the passengers feel like sardines packed
into a tin. Normally Smart cars can accommodate no more than
two people. I understand some people think Smart cars are more
environmentally-friendly when compared to traditional cars,

but obviously Smart cars are insufficient for big families with more than three
members. Is it possible for a family of five to go out in a Smart car? Certainly
not. Those who say ‘yes’ probably imply taking several trips. They need to drive
back and forth four or five times to take everyone to the destination. It will waste
a lot of precious time which can otherwise be used for more meaningful family
activities.

What’s more is that Smart cars are not
designed for long-distance journeys. The
battery capacity of a Smart car is not long-
lasting enough for a lengthy ride. In other
words, it needs to be recharged frequently.

They cannot run for a long time. Therefore, 1

Smart cars are not suitable for people who

are always on the go either, because they
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are busy. If travelling long distance and the battery is not fully charged, accidents
may occur. It costs a lot of money and could even pose risks to the drivers and
passengers’ lives.

One more disadvantage is the high price of the Smart car. As it is still a new
invention, they are very expensive. But some people might buy one just to show
off how trendy or rich they are. It is too expensive and impractical for the average
person.

In fact, the Smart car not only has a bad design, but is also unsafe. Its small
size and design make it a death trap. It is totally different from traditional cars.
With an unnoticeable size, Smart cars are easily overlooked on the road, putting
the driver and passengers in great danger.

To sum up, Smart cars are impractical and should by no means be considered
an answer to our environmental problems, as claimed by Smart car manufacturers.

There is a long way before they become a viable alternative to traditional cars.
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My Hero: Batman

4D Annetre Suen

Some people’s hero might be their parents,
teachers or friends, but mine isn’t. My hero is a
» member of Justice League. Who is he? He is Batman
— the mysterious man.

I started watching the cartoon series of Justice
League when I was small and I have always been

a big fan of it. When I was watching the cartoon,

Batman always caught my eyes. He catches criminals,
saves people in Gotham City and helps his teammates when they are in great
danger.

You may wonder why I don't admire other super heroes
but only Batman. It is because he is different from others.
The real name of Batman is Bruce Wayne, who was the first
superhero who didn’t have superpowers when he was born.
Why did he become a superhero? In his childhood, Bruce and
his parents, Dr. Thomas and Martha Wayne, were walking
along the street one night. A thief called Joe Chill killed

his parents with a gun. His parents died in front of Bruce

and Bruce developed mental problems after their death. He
became frustrated but did not give up on himself. He decided
to seek revenge and hence turned his fear into strength in defeating criminals. Ten
years after his parents’ death, he started training himself in Europe. He joined the
training of martial arts, criminal investigation and psychology, aiming to get ready
for his future action. Finally, he became a superhero.

Bruce is an intelligent person. He has an abundance abundant of knowledge
in science. His Batsuit is designed and made based on the scientific theories.
Also, he is very brave, kind and full of courage when facing enemies! I love this

character not only because of his intelligence, persistence, courage and charming
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appearance, but also the inspiration that he gives me. He was not born with
superpowers but he is still so successful.

There is a well-known saying of Edison, ‘A Genius

NEVEREVER  needs one percent of inspiration and ninety-nine percent of

perspiration.’ I totally agree with this. Even though Batman

GIVE UF!  was not a superman when he was born, he has succeeded in

bringing peace to Gotham City. Why can’t we? Even though I

am not talented in some subjects but [ know I will succeed one

day if I put more effort into improving my weaknesses. That

is the inspiration that Batman gives me. Sometimes when I feel frustrated, I just
think of this point and I’1l be happy again.

Some may think it is crazy to admire a comic character as my hero. I don't

agree with this. He helps me a lot when I feel depressed, so I admire him as my

hero. Indeed, he is a true hero.
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Don’t drink drive

4D Carol Au Sin

What possesses a person to get behind the driver’s
seat of a car and drive intoxicated is always asked when a

drunk driver is involved in a drinking and driving accident.

Many people drink and drive without thinking about the

DON‘T consequences. The majority of fatal car crashes are caused by
DRINKE&DRIVE alcohol related incidents. People drinking and driving not only

put themselves in danger, but also the lives of the pedestrians, and our society as
well.

Deaths in car accidents are often alcohol-related. People
who drink and drive have a greater chance of getting hurt
in accidents when they are sober. Not only do people risk
their lives while drinking and driving, they also put other

people’s lives in danger, particularly with pedestrians.

According to a survey released in 2011, more than ten
thousand people died in drunk-driving crashes. That means, drink-driving can
bring about disastrous consequences to victims, who have either been killed or
seriously injured in accidents.

Drink-driving can be very disastrous. On crowded roads like the ones in Hong
Kong, the consequences of drinking and driving will be very terrible because of
the busy traffic. The security and stability of our society will be severely affected
should there be any major accidents. In order to address the drink-driving issue,
government should strengthen the law enforcement measures and urge drivers
not to drink and drive through TV commercials. In fact, the minimum penalty for
people who drink drive should be raised to at least one year of imprisonment.

If your friends or family have been drinking, you should persuade them not to
drive so as to protect the life and future of all road users. Let’s construct a safer

Hong Kong!
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Letter: My Dream Job

34 Lam Nok Kan

Dear Pat,
How are you? I have attended a talk about work experience at my school
recently. Let me tell you what my dream job is.

Ever since I was young, I have wanted

to become a pharmacist. It is my dream job
because I can serve many people and earn

a stable living at the same time. As I know,

the starting salary for this job is about
thirty thousand dollars and it provides good
career prospects. It is enough for me and
my family’s expectations. That’s all I want.

Most people assume that it is not difficult to

d work in a drugstore. Let me tell you what a
pharmacist is required to do. A pharmacist needs to understand the functions and
side effects of different kinds of drugs or medicine, communicate with customers
and patients, and provide appropriate advice and information to all enquiries.
He or she must understand customers’ needs thoroughly and follow prescriptions
precisely. As a matter of fact, it is a very demanding job.

It is not easy to get a pharmacist’s qualifications and
complete the pharmacy courses. After finishing a bachelor’s

degree, I would need to complete an internship in a drugstore.

Then I would have to pass all the examinations held by the
PHARMACY & POISONS BOARD OF HONG KONG. Although
getting qualified is very difficult, it is my dream career. I will try my very best to
meet all the requirements and pass all the examinations.

My father works in a drugstore. He always tells me about a pharmacist’s
major responsibilities. I have learned a lot from him. In the future, before I obtain

the qualification, I can help out in his drugstore. I might not get much of a salary
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from my father, but I will be very glad to relieve some of his stress.

I think I am suitable for this job because I can remember most drugs’
functions and effects after going through the descriptions labelled on the
packaging. I am confident of completing the internship, and I am sure I will
manage my job very well. I will make sure that I’ll not make any mistakes when I
am serving my customers and patients.

Helping and serving people
is what I want to do, but I don’t
want to be a doctor as I faint
when I see blood. If I can be a
pharmacist to help sick people
by dealing with prescriptions and

managing a drugstore, I will be

very glad and I will treasure the
opportunity very much.

So, becoming a pharmacist is my dream. I will work hard and strive my best
to be a good pharmacist. If I cannot be a pharmacist, it’s still fine for me to have
another job that helps others. So, maybe next time, you can tell me what your

dream job is and describe it to me. See you then!

Yours,
Ken
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Letter: My Dream Job

5A Florence Ng Uen Man

Dear Pat,

Hello, how are you? I haven’t heard from you for a very long time! I recently
attended a talk about work experience hosted by some students from my school. I
got some ideas after the talk and started reflecting on my career plan.

I used to think that being a nurse was amazing.

However, after listening to the talk, I realised that I

couldn’t bear the stress of looking after hundreds of

patients at the same time. It may drive me insane! So,

I started thinking about what I really want to do when

I grow up. ‘What do you want to do when you grow

up?’ is something that all primary school students

have to write about, but I wasn’t serious enough when I was young — every year |

would tell my teachers a so-called new dream job, be it astronaut or teacher. Now,

after careful consideration, I have made up my mind, and I want to become a news
anchor when I grow up.

At first, I thought that being a news anchor was monotonous and bland, but
after I did some research on this profession, I realized it is extraordinary and
amazing! First, I’'m going to tell you what I need to do after I become a news
anchor. This is a job without boundaries. A news anchor may need to work around
the clock and all over the world for some special reports or breaking news events.
News anchors need to edit the news, report the news and comment on the news
which they need to report. They are required to compete with time because news
is a report of recent events, and it must be reported in due course!

Now, let me tell you about the requirements to be a news anchor. Basically, a
news anchor must be punctual, patient and keen on exploring the truth. If a person
can’t fit these requirements, then he or she isn’t cut for the profession. Apart from
the qualities mentioned, it’s necessary for news anchors to have a nice appearance

with a natural affinity for people, and a clear, firm and well-articulated voice.
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Besides, news anchors must be humble and confident and have the ability to work
and cooperate with his or her crew and other people as well.

Although it seems that becoming a news anchor is really difficult and
challenging, I am not afraid and I will not retreat, as I have made up my mind. I’'m
front of my career path.

confident that I can face all the challenges and overcome all the obstacles lain in

To realize my dream, I will try to communicate with people

from different walks of life. I will also try to widen my horizons

| l‘

by visiting different places. I believe that my wisdom and ability

will grow and I can deal with any problems from now on. I hope

that you can also think about what you want to be in the future
to fight for and live for!

because life without a goal is meaningless and we need a dream

)
Yours,

Florence
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Debate Speech: ‘That Hong Kong should

move to using Simplified Chinese’

3A Sunny Cheung Chui Yat

Good afternoon. I’'m Sunny. The 2nd speaker on the negative side. Let me
first respond to our opponent’s ideas.

The affirmative side claims that simplified Chinese could help with the
problem of illiteracy. This might be true for rural areas in China, where many
students find it difficult to even go to school. However, Hong Kong does not have
this problem since there is a high school enrollment rate in Hong Kong with free
education offered by the Hong Kong government. A figure from the Education
Bureau states that nearly 100% of the people in Hong Kong have received
basic formal education. We can see that illiteracy does not exist in Hong Kong,
and there's no point for Hong Kong to move to using simplified Chinese from
traditional characters.

Let me move on to build our side’s case. traditional Chinese characters
are often used as the standard characters set in Chinese calligraphy in Hong
Kong, Macau, Taiwan and overseas Chinese
communities. It is also allowed for calligraphy
in the People’s Republic of China, presumably E
because of its aesthetic value. A strong I“

-

preference for the aesthetic of traditional Z

characters among Mainland Chinese has i

E-

resulted in their significant usage in artistic
work, signage, advertising, and internet screen names. Simplified characters, such
as ‘door’, look like the informal handwritten form, and they look as improper and
out of place, as cursive would look in printed English.

Let’s also have a look at the bigger picture. The two SARs of Hong Kong and
Macau are responsible for their domestic affairs which include their own cultural

policies. The ‘One Country Two Systems’ principle exempts the SARs from
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mainland laws, which mandates the use of simplified characters in publishing and
Mandarin in public education and most broadcasting.
The principle is to address the fears of Hong Kongers and to give assurance

' to them to build up their confidence in a post-

handover Hong Kong. Based on the principle,

l Hong Kong can retain her established system
n for at least 50 years, which includes continuing

the use of traditional Chinese characters

e

|

It reflects that Beijing understands that it is the will of Hong Kongers that the

and Cantonese, both of which are seen as

an important part of Hong Kong’s culture.

language and characters remain the ones that Hong Kongers are familiar and
comfortable with. Yet, if Hong Kong were to follow what the affirmative side is
proposing today, all that we have built up would be shattered.

We always ask ourselves — What are Hong Kong’s core values? This, ladies
and gentlemen, our unique identity and culture, is Hong Kong’s core value. Our
independent culture, and more importantly, our language, which is rooted deep
in our heart and soul, reflects our identity. Should this be taken away, and be
homogenized as just another ordinary city in China, Hong Kong, our beloved city,

I would say, would cease to exist.
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Incineration: To Build Or Not To Build?

3B Tracy Chan Sheung Yee

Incineration is a thermal treatment technology used to reduce the
volume of waste. It is widely used around the world. But some do not
support this idea because of the fact that an incinerator’s construction

and operating costs are very high. Also, it causes pollution.

First, we should have some insights into the benefits of building
an incinerator. There is a great variety of merits to building one. First of all, from an
environmental aspect, it eases the problem of landfill overload. Landfills in Hong Kong
will be saturated in two years. With such a great amount of waste disposal, incineration
technology can ease this problem. According to the website of the Environmental Protection
Department, it reveals that incineration technology can typically reduce waste volume by
over 90%. Even the residues after incinerating can be reused as building materials, which
means that there will not be any waste going into the landfills.

Moreover, from an economic aspect, building the incinerator can boost tourism in
the vicinity. According to the proposal, the government is going to invite some world-
renowned artists to decorate the fagade of the incinerator. If
~ | it is unique and attractive enough, the building can become
a tourist attraction and plenty of tourists will come and visit.
It increases the vibrancy of that place. Take the Spittelau,

% an incinerator in Vienna, as an example. It was designed by
.

Frieden Hunderwasser, who went away from the traditional
idea of an incinerator of being a serious functional building. He drew colourful, vibrant
designs on the fagade. It is like a wonderland out of a fantasy story. The view is also
different when seen at day or at night. In the end, it has become a popular tourist spot and
the attractiveness of Vienna has increased. From this, we can see that building an incinerator

can generate income from tourists.

From a social aspect, it helps to relieve the unemployment \y ‘i%
problem. Building an incinerator can create a large number of y -’ ,\tE’
employment opportunities. With more people employed, their g %
quality of living can be improved. —
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Nevertheless, there are ideas from the opposing side.

Let us get a glimpse of the numerous drawbacks of building
|~ an incinerator. First of all, from an economic aspect, there is the
high cost with construction, operation and residue treatment. The
government cannot spend the money on other aspects which are
more worthwhile and pressing, like education and fighting poverty.
Building an incinerator requires from about several up to ten billion
dollars. According to Sina news, building the incinerator in Shek

Kwu Chau needs about HKD 182.2 billion. Also, the processing

costs and the operating costs are very high. According to the report from 1994 in Syracuse,
processing one thousand tons of waste needs about HKD 130 million and the operating
expenditure is HKD 350 million per year. It is a large expense for the government and
taxpayers. Furthermore, the residue from the incinerator made is poisonous so it must be
disposed before we reuse it. In Midwestern United States, the average cost of processing
one metric ton of toxic waste is USD 210, but common waste only costs USD 23. The cost
of processing the toxic waste is higher than the cost of processing common waste by about
10 times. With all the toxic residue that an incinerator produces, and all the operating costs,
having an incinerator creates a large financial burden.

Moreover, considering the health of the people. An incinerator would affect the health
of the whole society as it produces dioxin. Domestic waste is really complex and when
broken down, it produces a lot of dioxin. According to a report, one kilogram of waste
includes about 255 nanograms of dioxin. If the incineration temperature is too low, the
dioxin will be released as carcinogens and it affects our health. The government would have
to take steps to make sure that this would not happen.

For the people who approve the project, they only consider the environmental and
economic benefits. The people who oppose the incinerator worry about the financial burden
and the possible health problems. In the end, I believe that both

sides have their merits. I suggest that the government needs to

first consider whether there can be sustainable development
before they decide whether to build it or not. I hope there could 5

be better waste-management policies so that our society would ~;- R

S

become better with or without incinerators.
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Book Report: Life Without Limits

3B Wette Chan Wing Tung

This is a book report on Life without Limits, by Nick
Vujicic. I started noticing this inspirational person after
watching his video on YouTube. His perseverance excites
me a lot, so I bought this book to know more about his
life story. _

This book is written by Nick, who was born without W [

arms or legs. This is an autobiography about his life and

LEMIT S

how he encourages people who are dissatisfied with their
lives.

Though born without arms or legs, Nick thinks that
it is not a big problem. He used to blame himself as he thought he brought trouble
to his family. He understood that he could not take care of himself like normal
kids, and he needed to depend on his mother to look after him. But nowadays, he
is more than willing to accept his defects and he even self-deprecates himself by
calling his degenerated leg his ‘little chicken-foot’. He uses this to carry out his
daily tasks, like carrying things around. He can do things that you would not think
possible, like writing and swimming.

He was always discriminated against by his
¥ schoolmates when he was small, just because
g he was a physically-handicapped person. He
used to be sad about his defects but as he grew
'» up, he accepted this fact to the point that he is

able to make fun of it. He once stood in front

of a shop mannequin to disguise himself as
an underwear model. Once someone walked by, he would move himself to scare
them. Other than enjoying his life, he also started giving speeches all over the
world, encouraging people by telling them about his life story. He lives his life to

the fullest.
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This book is quite good. It is about a person who overcomes his disability
with optimism and courage. It made me reflect on my life a lot. First, I believe
we should tackle our problems head-on but not run away from them. In Nick’s
case, he took control of his life and conquered all the difficulties that he met. He
managed to do many things that we would assume people with his physical ability
would never accomplish, because he never gave up. Yet, to normal people like us,
we always give up without even giving it a try. This is a big encouragement to us.

Second, we should always stay positive
and strong. We often come across something
that annoys us, or even have extreme
thoughts. Some under huge pressure might
even choose to end their lives. However,

Nick tells us that life is precious. Once you §=

end it, you will never have the chance to __ -

get it back. When faced with decisions like o

this, we should try to imagine how hurt and sad our parents and friends would be.
I often see some reports of teenagers committing suicide. They have sadly lost
their chance to enjoy their life. There is always a bright side to everything, so we
should never go to these extremes. Tackling our difficulties may be hard, but we
should not choose to give up our precious life. There are many people in the world
who are less fortunate than us, so we should face our troubles positively and
embrace them just like Nick.

Third, we should be brave at all times. When we look at Nick, even with all
his defects, he still gives speeches around the world bravely. He also overcame
his low self-esteem when he was a kid and stands on stage confidently. He always
tells us about how he overcomes his obstacles and faces them. We should be as
brave as Nick. I used to be afraid of standing on stage and sharing my ideas with
others, but now I am brave and confident even when talking with strangers.

I like this book a lot. I believe everyone will enjoy this book and Nick’s

inspirational story. I would highly recommend this book to my family and friends.

200



The Creative Collection of the Budding Writers

Letter: Summer Job Interview

3D Connie Ho Chur Yan

Dear Mary,

How are you? I’m so glad to receive your letter
about your job seeking experience last time, but now
I also want to tell you about mine. I feel so depressed
about it.

I went on a summer job interview last week but
it went badly and I failed to get the job. Last week, I
went to an office in Central to have an interview for a
receptionist. When I arrived, I saw a lot of people waiting
for the interview. Most of them concentrated on studying
the notes they had prepared. I was shocked at that

moment as | had not prepared anything for the interview.

I thought it was only a summer job and it wouldn’t be
difficult to get the position. Was I ever wrong! Another
horrible thing was that I only wore a pair of jeans and a t-shirt while everyone
was in formal wear. Seeing there was nothing I could do, I sat down in the corner
of the waiting room and waited anxiously.

After waiting for an hour, I went into the interview
room when someone called my name. I was so nervous
that I forgot to knock the door before I entered. When
I noticed that I would be interviewed by three people, I

was so scared. I had not thought it would be so serious.

Of course, I didn’t do well in the interview at all. I spoke
very softy and was too nervous to smile. I was not confident at all. So in the end,
I didn’t get the job.

It was an unforgettable experience. I only blamed myself after the intrview. I
was too relaxed and did nothing to prepare for the interview. After this experience,

I came up with some possible ways to ensure that I would do better next time.
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First of all, I should pay attention to my
appearance. I should wear a formal skirt or dress in
order to show that [ am serious about the job. Second,
I can find out more information about the company
and the position that I am applying for beforehand.

Furthermore, I should practice introducing myself in

front of the mirror. Besides, I should state not only
my personal information, but also my strengths to let
them know why they should hire me.

Before the interview, I should tidy up not only my
clothing, but also my hair. It would show my respect for
the job and the interview. I should knock on the door

and wait for a response before I go into the room and

show confidence in myself. However, the most important
thing is to smile more during the interview and make eye contact when they are
speaking. It can show that I am friendly and amicable. Besides, I should speak
louder so that others can hear me. Being confident is necessary in any interview.

I think if I can do all of the above, I will definitely do better next time. Do
you agree with me?

It’s time to stop now. I still haven’t done all of my homework. I’m looking

forward to receiving your email. Goodnight!

Best wishes,

Chris Wong
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Letter to Editor: Animal Cruelty

3D Ethan Leung Lok Wei

Dear Editor,

My neighbours have recently adopted a few pets. It is
supposed to be a great thing but they treat the pets badly and 223 :
disdainfully. I feel worried about the pets’ situation and their
safety. I also do not want these pets and others to suffer from
these horrible and immoral tortures again. So, I would like to
express my concerns and provide details of some incidents of abuse I am aware of
to raise public’s awareness.

I am a person who love animals and never mistreat them. When I have learnt
that my neighbours do not really care about their pets, I was so angry and went to
stop them. But they ignored my concerns and continued as before despite the fact
that I had warned them I would make a formal complaint. Last week, I walked by
my neighbour’s flat again and I saw that the pets were living in nasty cages which
are extremely tiny. They could not get sufficient space to move freely. Some of
them looked sick and exceedingly dirty. Their masters usually ignore them, no
matter how loudly they shout. What unkind and awful masters they are! I wanted
to help the pets but I was so helpless and not brave enough to save them on my
own.

Moreover, I have seen some teenagers abandoning their
pets in the street and tying them up. This is the meanest thing [
have ever seen! Not only could they not find any food to eat, but
also could not escape if there were dangers. For instance, when

the weather becomes bad, they cannot go to find shelters to

avoid getting wet. Even worse, they might be attacked by other
animals and cannot run away because of the ropes.

These kinds of animal cruelties are bitterly common in our society. For the
sake of reducing this phenomenon and alleviating the pain and suffering of those

poor animals, I would like to suggest some plausible ways to solve this problem.
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Our government should give out harsher
punishment to people who mistreat their pets. In
addition, more campaigns should be held to promote
animal rights and that it is the owners’ responsibility

to treat their pets well. There is no denying that many

unkind owners are still torturing and neglecting their
pets. Therefore, the government must take actions as soon as possible before this

situation gets out of control and more pets are tortured.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
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Overseas Study Trip

5D Gloria Yiu Chung Yan

Recently our school recently received a grant from the
government and the Principal has decided to use the money
on overseas trips for students. This seems like welcoming

5 news for students who love to travel but are unable to

7 afford the expenses while some have reservations about
this usage. Is spending the grant on overseas study trip really a good way to use
the money? In the following essay, I would like to discuss the advantages and the
disadvantages of the decision.

One of the advantages of having overseas study trip is it
can help enhance students’ knowledge. Under globalization
and with Hong Kong being a financial hub, we can easily
have chances to communicate with people from all around

the world. However, we don’t really know much about other

parts of their life and very often the information we get on
the internet may not be entirely accurate. What is a better way to learn more than
visit the real places and talk to the real people? Since most overseas study trips
will arrange students to have home stay experience, students who join the trips can
interact with local families and learn more about their culture. Therefore, having
overseas study trips can help students to enhance and enrich their knowledge in an
interesting way.

The second advantage is that these study trips can give students more
opportunities to use English.
It is said that the best way
to improve your English
is to live in an English-
speaking country. In Hong

Kong, most students will not

speak much English in their
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daily life except in English lessons. So, students are not used to speaking English
all the time. However, having study trips in an English-speaking country will
give students more chances to use English in an authentic environment. Besides,
students will also have English lessons there, so they can learn English in a more
comprehensive way. As a result, students can listen and speak English more.

The third advantage of study trip is that it can train students to be more
independent. Due to the decrease in birth rate, more and more children in Hong
Kong are becoming ‘spoilt children’. Most parents do everything for them and
some of these children don’t even have basic life skills to care for themselves.
Having overseas study trips can therefore help them become more independent.
As parents will not be hovering over them, they will have to do simple chores like
washing their clothes and cleaning their rooms. This may even help them enhance
their problem solving and communication skills as they would have to cooperate
with the host family.

Apart from the above advantages, there are also disadvantages that need to be
considered before organizing these overseas
study trips.

First, overseas study trips are expensive
and not every student can afford it. Although

we can use the fund from the government to

sponsor them, an overseas study trip in an
English-speaking country usually costs over twenty thousand dollars. As this
fee only covers air ticket and accommodation, expenses like transportation and
food may not be included. Consequently, even if students are subsidized by the
government, they would still have to pay for part of the cost. The students from
poor families will definitely not have a chance to
take part. Then, how can all the students in our
school benefit from overseas trips?

Second, overseas trips may disrupt our
school’s learning schedule as they are sometimes
held during normal school days. If many students

from the same class joined these trips, some
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teachers would not be able to follow their teaching schedules. Students who have
joined the trips will also lag behind others. While in some cases, it would be the
students who are affected as some teachers might have to accompany the students

on the trips. As a result, overseas trips will disrupt both teachers and students’
school lives.

All in all, overseas study trips have both advantages and disadvantages. I,
however, think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages because overseas study
trips are beneficial to student’s future life and career. It may even increase the
students’ confidence in speaking English, especially for those who are weak and
lack interest in the language. No matter what the final decision is, I would like to

remind the school to think twice before making the final decision.

UK I
—_ USA
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Letter: Back To Hong Kong

3D Queenie Lee Kwan Ting

Dear Peter,
How have you been? Is it nice and sunny in New Zealand today? I am finally
back in Hong Kong after seven years and I am dying to tell you about the changes
here after so many years.
As you know, I left Hong Kong in 2008 to study in New
Zealand. At that time, Hong Kong was still a beautiful city.
Full of trees and birds, but also people and cars. Though

crowded as Hong Kong was, I still loved it because I was not

new to this city. The city still belonged to me as lots of my
friends and happy memories were here.

I have, however, changed my mind after returning to Hong Kong. I found
that my beloved Hong Kong is gone. All the trees and birds have disappeared.
All there’s left is just the numerous crowds, countless cars, columns and columns
of skyscrapers; the unclear sky, the dirty air and the rubbish that surrounds me
wherever I go. I cannot help but wonder why Hong Kong has become like this.
Maybe seven years cannot only change a person, but also a city.

When I left the airport, the first thing I
did was call my best friend Kelly, because
I miss her very much. When I met her at
the restaurant where we often visited, I
was very worried when I saw her. Kelly
looked as if she had just got out of the
hospital. Much of her face was obscured

by a large mask. I asked her why and she

told me that she was not sick at all. In
fact, she might even be the healthiest person in the city.
As many citizens are inhaling the heavily polluted air every day, lots of

them are suffering from lung diseases and cannot work or function normally.
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She also told me that the landfills have already been saturated.
Unfortunately, incinerators could not be built in time to meet the
demand, so the rubbish has to be placed next to the residential

areas despite complaints from the public. Therefore, there was a

nasty stench hanging over the city. How sad and ugly the rubbish
moors are!

Before I got home, I went to a shop and bought a newspaper with a shocking
headline — ‘Hong Kong — The Dying City’. I didn’t understand why at first
until I read the front page story. It basically said that rich people, both locally
and internationally, are not investing in Hong Kong anymore due to the bad
environmental factors. Also, the economy has been seriously affected and Hong
Kong is not a good place for business and investments anymore.

After I got home, my mother and father were
just lying on the bed sleeping. I think they are really
sick now because of the environment and the polluted
air. Now, I am sick of Hong Kong’s environmental
problems, what people are like here and the gloomy

i atmosphere in Hong Kong. The city is not the only

thing that is dying; all of its citizens are also dying
slowly. I feel so helpless about this. Peter, can you tell me what I can do here?
Do I need to return to ‘your country’, or should I stay at ‘my country’? I see no
way to stay healthy living here anymore. The only way to be healthy is just to run
away to another country. Peter, I feel puzzled. What should I do?

My dearest friend, I hope you can write back soon. I’ll be waiting for your

letter!

Love,

Chris Wong
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Letter to Editor: The West Island Line

3D Alvin Yau Kwong Ming

Dear Editor,

Passenger service by the MTR West Island
Line will commence in the following month.
While some hold the belief that it brings a lot

of advantages, it can also be detrimental to our

society. As a resident of Sai Ying Pun, I would
like to voice my opinions on the issue and the reasons why I think this will bring
us drawbacks.

Firstly, one disadvantage is the severe pollution that
the residents living in Western district has been suffering
during the construction of the line. There have been two

kinds of pollution brought about, one being air pollution,

and the other noise pollution. As a resident living on
the 20th floor in one of the buildings there, I find the situation overwhelmingly
annoying. The construction work never stops on weekdays! When I go back home
from work at 5 pm, I still find the workers at work. This would not have been a
problem if the government had done something concrete to alleviate the situation,
like building better soundproof facilities or put up some noise barriers. Yet, I have
been hearing noises from the construction equipment and operations almost day
and night even though the government had promised us they would take preventive
actions. This in fact brings a lot of disturbance to us, as we always have to close
all the windows in the house and cannot stay in the neighbourhood.

Many people are under the illusion that public

transports like bus and minibus release much more

pollutants that the MTR does. Thus, commencing
MTR service in the West Island Line will be able to

alleviate the pollution problem in an effective way as

more trains are used instead of the buses. In reality,
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the West Island Line is not really helping out as efficiently as we may think. There
are varieties of public transports in Western District which have a large passenger
capacity. Unlike what we think, not many pollutants are emitted by these
transports. Nearly all cars in Hong Kong are installed with catalytic converters,
which in fact help covert all the toxic gases like carbon monoxide and nitrogen
monoxide to harmless gases. Besides, the fuel we use for driving cars is unleaded
petrol and with less sulphur content. In other words, public transports like buses
do not really release pollutants, and there is no need to have the MTR service in
this area just for the sake of alleviating the air pollution problem. However, the
pollution problem created during the construction process is something that cannot
be avoided. Thus, the pollution problem can in no way be overcome.

i Lastly, and being the major reason
why I do not welcome the West Island
Line is it will bring a new era for
Western District. We all know that
convenience is always the largest

incentive for investment. With the

new line being built, many investors
are attracted to this area and the property prices are already escalating. Worse
still, many small shop owners are not able to afford the heavy rent and thus have
to close down. That is to say, many shops that is vital to the collective memory
of the residents like ‘cha cheng tang’ will be closed. Large chain stores will take
over instead and then the unique culture here will disappear altogether.

If I were not the one living in Western district, I might in all ways agree to
the development of the new line. Yet, while I’m the one who is living under so
many dilemmas because of the new line, I think the cons outweigh the pros to
a large extent. Shouldn’t the residents of Sai Ying Pun be consulted before the

government allowed its construction?

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong
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Debate Speech: ‘That non-residents
should be banned

from the secondary housing market’

3D Alvin Yau Kwong Ming

Good afternoon teachers and adjudicators,
Today our motion is ‘That non-residents
should be banned from the secondary housing
market’. As the first speaker from the
affirmative side, I firmly believe that today's (i85
motion is under all circumstances justifiable.

To begin with, let's talk about some

common cases in Hong Kong. Imagine that
you are going to get married soon, but you still cannot try to own a flat with
your partner. Or, let's say even if you are not planning for marriage, it is still
impossible for you to get your own house even after working for many years. In
fact, many Hong Kongers are facing this dilemma now.

Our side is proposing this solution to hopefully help Hong Kongers improve
their prospects. We define the banning of secondary housing for non-residents as
only a short-term policy, and it is to benefit the whole of Hong Kong, including
the government and Hong Kong residents.

We believe this action will result in a decline of refugee capital, a kind of
investment brought in by the non-residents, and thus lower property prices. Such
a policy has already been implemented to curb the rise of property prices in some
countries, such as Australia, Switzerland and Thailand. I'm going to start with the
first point that this policy is conducive to the residents, particularly the middle
class, and my team will continue with the rest.

The first and foremost benefit of this ban would be a decrease in the local

property price. Foreigners would certainly be less interested in property-related
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investments in Hong Kong, as many of "_&®
them like to buy secondary properties '.
for investment due to their lower price. >
However, when the secondary housing
market is banned for foreigners, they
are not able to buy them. The demand
for secondary housing will drop, and the
increase in housing prices will thus slow

down, cooling down the whole market.

This, in fact, is beneficial to especially

done by the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, 70% of middle class income is used

the middle class. According to a survey * pa
! ’aﬁ

indicates that it is hard for them to save sufficient money for buying their own

on daily necessities, including housing. It i

flats, let alone deal with the rapidly increasing housing prices because of the
foreign investments. When foreigners are banned from the secondary housing
market, it will get easier for the middle class to have their own property.

We must bear in mind that housing is a

Cb basic need for all human beings, not a luxury.
Trying to own a flat is definitely a cause of
‘ desperation to most people, as the middle class

would have just the same headaches when
renting a flat. They face problems like an
unstable living place and the unreasonable rise
in rents.

In addition, the Chinese mindset that
men have to have their own place before
marriage also made it a must for men to

have a flat of their own. Therefore, it is preferable and essential for them to buy
their own houses. You may say that they can buy primary houses, and by doing

so, this policy could not help the middle class. However, many first-time house
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owners tend to buy secondary flats instead, as the price for secondary housing is
much lower and they are more affordable. It is therefore clear that a ban on the

secondary market would help a lot of first-time house-owners in the middle class.

In what ways do you suggest
that people can fulfil their own
housing need if this policy is not
implemented? Remember — public

housing is not an option for the

middle class. Another thing is,
how can we cool down the housing market? Ultimately, in what ways can you
improve the living standards of the middle class, a group that is often neglected
by government policies?

After all, land resource in Hong Kong is scarce and the middle class
cannot help but rent flats that are in a bad shape, and some even have to live in
subdivided houses. Actions must be taken to let them have their own flats as soon
as possible.

Based on the above reasons, it is apparent that today's motion must stand.
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Love And Sacrifice

5D Alvin Yau Kwong Ming

‘Wish you all the best in England,’ I accepted the fact eventually and ended
my last conversation with my older brother, Brian, at the airport last night.

The story started a few months ago.

My brother and I were still studying in i—% > =
th llege back th d = —
e same college bac en, and my mum . _ —
came up with a decision that surprised [~ _
L

both of us. “What do you two think about

_...__-j £
studying abroad? Dad and I had a long chat 5 .
and we have decided to let you two finish g =

__d___

S
e
" —
,—___.-‘_-_

your education in the UK.’ Her serious =
tone shocked the two of us, as mum usually objected to spending money on any
unnecessary things, let alone consuming almost the whole family fortune on our
study. Realising that she worried about our future a lot and always tried to give
us all the best, we felt very touched and at the same time grateful to have such a
considerate mother.

We had been on cloud nine for days, until a piece
of bad news made us come to our senses. ‘Kids, I’'m
so sorry to tell you that one of you has to stay behind,’
Mum used her serious tone again, with a hint of anxiety

and depression this time. ‘Why?’ we asked immediately,

feeling very disappointed. ‘The chronic heart problem

your dad has is getting worse. We realised we couldn’t
afford both of you studying overseas with the medical
expenses. Dad needs to be well taken care of too and accompanied by us.’

Hearing this message, | was disappointed. That was not because only one of
us could go study overseas, but for Dad’s health.

‘Mum, I don’t want to go anyway. I just wish to stay and look after Dad,’
Brian said without hesitation. Obviously, we were both worried about Dad’s

situation.

215



Helen Liang Memorial Secondary School (Shatin)

—

‘And so do I,” I told mum that I was giving up too.

She gave the two of us a sad smile, as if she was telling us how grateful she
was for us to be so considerate and
gentle.

Though Brian did say he
wanted to stay, we all knew that
he should go study in England to
have a better education. His dream

was to become a doctor and he had

better academic results than I did.

More importantly, it was Dad’s wish to see him graduate at the medicine faculty
of a famed university. He should really be the one to go overseas to fulfill both
Dad’s and his own dreams.

‘Brian, do not waste this precious opportunity. We all want to see you
graduate with brilliant results and to fulfill your dream eventually, most of all
Dad. Don’t disappoint him and promise me to work hard! We all support you!’
Mum tried to persuade him to leave.

‘Go ahead! Don’t worry too much. Mum and I will take good care of dad.
As for you, you should study hard and get a Medical Degree. That will be your
responsibility,” I concluded.

I saw my brother off with teary eyes. In spite of the fact that I wished to
have a good education there, I could not be too selfish to only be concerned about

myself, since ‘love’ is the cornerstone of life. In most cases, we

have to make sacrifices, and even give up something that is quite

&
®)

invaluable to us. In my case, I had to give up a chance to study

abroad, for my family. The first step of love is sacrifice.
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Debate Speech:
‘That the proposed high density community
at Sok Kwu Wan should be scrapped’

3D Danica Wong Man Kei

Good afternoon chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

The motion of our debate is ‘That the
proposed high density community at Sok
Kwu Wan should be scrapped’. We define - ,
the proposal in question as the community |
that the government has proposed to

develop on Lamma Island. According to

the proposal, this mix of residential and
commercial property would double the original population on the island, creating
a high density population centre at Sok Kwu Wan. As the affirmative, we would
argue that this high density proposal has to be scrapped. I will first talk about the
problems that this proposal will bring and my team will continue with the rest.

Let me first introduce to the

audience the details of the proposal.
The overall development theme
of this proposal is ‘Tourism and
Housing’. Under this rationale, the
government claims that this plan

can help meet the imminent housing

needs of Hong Kong. It sounds
quite nice to hear that the Hong Kong housing problem could be eased a bit,
doesn’t it? But in fact, there are some important issues that we must pay attention
to, particularly the consequences of a large population, since the scale of the plan

is too great.
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As a matter of fact, the planned population doubles the current population
of Lamma Island. This huge number of people will be an enormous burden on
different sorts of supporting facilities, which our second speaker will talk about.
It will bring people originally living on Lamma Island lots of inconvenience. In
addition, the locals need a certain period of time to adapt to the new atmosphere
and living environment as well.

Besides, there is only one means of external
- ’ = transport — the ferry. With such a big increase in
population, it would create very serious traffic problems
[ | and people living there would be seriously troubled as
ferries are infrequent and there is no overnight ferry
service. With the current ferry schedule, there’s only one
round trip each hour, plus it’ll take another 30 minutes travelling on the ferry. In
Hong Kong, time is money. It is impossible for commuters who work on Hong
Kong Island to wait that long. As a result, this situation will make people no
longer want to reside on Lamma Island because of such huge inconvenience.

Let me pose some queries to the
opposing side. Can the housing problem
in Hong Kong be completely solved by
providing a few thousand residences in

that small area? Also, are the ferry services

in residents and tourists?

All in all, our side would like to reiterate that we are not against the
development, but a high density development. The high density community at Sok
Kwu Wan should be scrapped, where a low to medium density community is more
feasible. We strongly believes that the planned population should be cut from 5000
to 2500. It would be more appropriate and affordable for residents on Lamma
Island. My team will go on and explain more about an alternative proposal. Based

on the above reasons, it is apparent that today’s motion must stand.
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Debate Speech:
‘That globalisation is gradually

destroying cultural diversity’

3D Gloria Yiu Chung Yan

Good afternoon chairman, ladies and gentlemen, ENGLISH

I’m the third speaker on the negative side, Gloria. Let
me first respond to the affirmative side’s argument. They
claim that the death of language is a result of globalization.
It is true that some foreign languages, like English, provide a CHINESE
social advantage to people who speak them. However, these people still use their
mother tongue in their daily lives. Just look at the situation in Hong Kong. We
have Cantonese as our local language, and English and Putonghua as the foreign,
more dominant and widely used languages. Yet, it doesn’t look like Hong Kong
people are moving to adopting either of those languages as their mother tongue.
We as Hong Kong people still identify ourselves through the unique language that
we share in our community.

Let me first ask you a question: what is 1 + 1? As any kindergarten students
could answer ‘it is 2’! However, my dear audience, I would suggest that it equals
to 3. Under globalization, with the clash of a local culture and a foreign culture,
it would not be destruction of both cultures as our dear opponent suggests. As our
second speaker mentioned, a hybridized culture can arise and we would end up
with three distinct cultures.

Even if the affirmative side argues that there might not

be a hybridized culture, our side strongly believes that both

native culture and incoming culture can survive and co-exist.

People are more accepting of foreign cultures and also have the
urge to protect local cultures. This happens since people are more open-minded

nowadays. And as the awareness of different cultures has increased, they are more
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concerned about their traditional values. People are now
defending and preserving their own cultures. There are
many examples where native and foreign cultures co-
exist. In Australia, there are the Australian aborigines.
Although Australia was a colony of United Kingdom for
many years, their culture was not destroyed because of
this history. Instead, it has been preserved till now and
they harmoniously exist with modern Australia.

Furthermore, as cultures co-exist, people are now

learning to respect different cultures in the world as
they know it is paramount to keeping different cultures alive and it is just personal
preference as to which culture to follow. No one is going to judge your cultural
preference. You can enjoy any culture you like. For instance, many Filipino maids
came to Hong Kong for work. Yet, they can still have their own religion and go to
worship God during weekends. Churches will kindly offer them an English mass
instead of a Chinese one so that they can also have an opportunity to practice their
own religion. From this example, we can see that people from different cultures
can associate with others in a diverse society and still preserve their own culture.

What’s more, people get to appreciate different cultures through globalisation.
By studying other cultures, people would realise that we are all human, and we all
have our own opinions, habits and ways of life. True, differences do set us apart,
but we forget one thing — we are all human and our personalities are unique, even
within the same culture or family. People know that they should treat every culture
fairly and in fact, they do respect different cultures right now.

To conclude, cultures can co-exist under
globalization but not by replacing each other.
As a result, cultures become more diverse under
globalization, on both a macro and a micro scale.
1 + 1, the local culture and a foreign culture, is
equal to at least 3. Based on the above reasons, it is
apparent that today’s motion must not stand. Thank

you.
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Korean Popular Culture in Hong Kong

Y gm

N

taking over Hong Kong.
One of the ways in
which Korea has influenced
Hong Kong’s popular
culture is through fashion.
Many girls in Hong Kong
love dressing like a Korean
girl. Many of them use
products which are from
Korea because they think

it is trendy. The common

6A Rain Ma Wing Yee

Nowadays, many countries such as South
Korea, Taiwan and Japan, have influenced Hong
Kong’s popular culture a lot. Among them, the most
influential one should be Korea and it is affecting
our popular culture in so many different ways.

Sometimes, it seems as if Korean popular culture is

2
3
3 3

products they buy are clothes, caps and cosmetics. I think Korea’s influence on

Hong Kong fashion is a good thing, because it can encourage trade between Hong

Kong and Korea. Because of the demand, many Korean companies and brands

come to Hong Kong and open their stores. We can always see Korean shops in

different shopping malls or on the streets of Hong Kong. People in Hong Kong

love buying Korean products.

ores Baq ’

Korean cuisine is also very popular in Hong Kong. A few
years ago, Korean restaurants were mainly found in districts like
Causeway Bay and Tsim Sha Tsui. Now, we can see that there
are Korean restaurants almost everywhere in Hong Kong. These

restaurants serve different kinds of Korean food including Korean
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barbecue, kimchi and hotpot, and are very popular. In my opinion, the popularity
of Korean cuisine in Hong Kong has a positive effect. It can teach us more about
the culture of Korea such as what Koreans eat every day and their habits. It also
provides more variety for Hong Kong people.

Korean drama series and other TV programmes are also
very popular in Hong Kong, and Hong Kong’s music scene
has clear Korean influences. Perhaps the most obvious sign
of Korean’s pop culture is in the popularity of K-pop. Many
Hong Kong teenagers are crazy about Korean pop stars like

Super Junior, Big Bang and 2 PM. Some Hong Kong singers

often emulate these Korean pop stars. One good example is
Faith, a local boy band consisting of three young men.
Overall, I think Korea’s influence on Hong Kong’s popular culture is a good
thing. Korean popular culture may now have the biggest influence on Hong Kong’s
cultural scene, but Hong Kong’s popular culture has always been influenced by
other countries. What makes Hong Kong such an exciting place is that it has a mix

of influences from other countries, and Korea is just one of them.
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Letter to Editor:
What Is The Poster Showing Us?

68 Marco Yau Ho Ming

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to a poster I saw at
school. The poster was put up by the school’s Pet
Owners’ Club. It tells us not only how to become
responsible and caring pet owners but also sensible
animal-rights protectors.

Let me describe the poster to you. One of the
pictures on the poster shows a small dog which is
kept in a tiny fancy cage being carried around by an

elegantly dressed middle-aged lady with a pair of oval-

shaped sunglasses walking proudly in a prestigious

shopping mall. In fact, the little dog and its cage are just like a small ornament
to match the mean-looking lady’s fashion style. Now then, is the cute little
dog feeling happy and comfortable when it is being carried up and down while
window-shopping in a shopping mall with its elegant master in a tiny cell? Is that
really its desire? The answer is definitely no! No one should be treated like that,
not even animals. Every living creature should have the right to walk around on
this planet freely as long as it is not harming others or causing trouble or danger.
They have the right to enjoy their lives happily. Some pet owners think that pets
are just toys or an accessory. This thought is inhumane and
P insane. All of us, especially pet owners, should consider
ST...P the feelings of all pets and animals sensibly — no one

ANIMAL
ABUSE! likes cages, no one likes being kept and manipulated. We,

including pets and animals, all like freedom!
Worse still, some pet owners and human beings are

inconsiderate and cruel towards animals. They think they can relieve their anger
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or depression by inflicting pain and torture on their pets or Sﬁ,@?
any stray dogs or cats. Recently, animal abuse has become a CEU@L*
serious social issue in Hong Kong. Some bad pet owners or ész@j’
malicious people may physically or mentally abuse their pets or ﬁ@f‘m@ls
any defenseless animals, including scolding them, hitting them,
starving them or ignoring them in order to vent their own anger or unhappiness
or simply to feel happy. How cold-blooded they are! Unfortunately, the laws of
Hong Kong regarding animal protection are too lenient. The highest punishment
is just 3 months of imprisonment! This makes the situation even worse. Besides,
for some reasons, the police department refuses to organize the ‘Animal Police’.
The ‘Animal Police’ is a special force set up to fight against animal abuse. What
a shame on our city! After all, it means animal safety and welfare lies only in
our kindness and moral consciousness. As responsible and caring pet owners and
life protectors, we should stop any sort of abuse and set pets or animals free if
they are suffering physical and mental pain. Tell everyone that animals have their
rights to live safely and happily just like us.

These are the messages from the poster. We should build and provide
a good environment to let people and animals live together peacefully. And
remember, pets are not toys, and they are your best friends, family members and a

commitment. So, please think twice before you get a pet.

Yours faithfully,

Marco Yau
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Letter: My Drama Performance

68 Marco Yau Ho Ming

Dear Auntie Mable,

It is nice to write to you again. How are you? I have a
piece of good news to tell you — my drama team has won a
drama competition! What a piece of exciting news, right?

It is my honor to be the main character in this Inter-

class Drama Competition. The title of our drama story is
e ® ‘Help me to find the first-aid box!”. My name in the drama

is Malson. This story is about him and his only dear friend,
Alan. They have known each other since they were in Primary one. Malson is a
‘born thief, born robber’ because of his family’s needy financial situation. He
would do anything to make a living. However, Alan is not the same. He comes
from a wealthy and well-educated family. He thinks justice is more important than
his life, and that’s why, later in the play, he becomes a policeman when he grows
up. One day, Malson’s mother has an emergency — brain cancer, and she needs a
lot of money for an immediate and serious operation. Unfortunately, Malson is
still very poor. There is only a ten-dollar note in his pocket. He has no money for
his mother’s operation at all. So, Malson decides to rob a bank.

During the robbery, Malson meets Alan. Alan is in police uniform and
patrolling somewhere near the bank. After a shot, ‘Bang’,
Malson discovers he has shot his only dear friend. He tries
to save him. All of a sudden, unexpectedly, Alan returns his

shot. Then, immediately, he falls down and is arrested by the

other policemen.

For the love of his best friend, Alan pays for Malson’s
mother’s operation which saves her life. In order not to make her cry, Alan lies to
her. He says Malson has gone to China on business.

I love this story and the character, Malson, very much. Robbing a bank is

surely not a good way to save one’s mother or deal with an emergency. But for the
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ones he love, Malson has no choice. So,

he risks his life to rob a bank. He knows

PN

~

that it might get him killed, but he still
does it. He is a good son but an unwise
and terrible citizen, I would say.

Even though Malson is trying to
work out a way to save his beloved
mother, he would not be a hero in any
society, especially as he shoots a cop with a real gun. He knows that he might kill
someone, but he does not care. For me, Malson is a good boy, but also a cold-
blooded criminal. I love the ending of this drama. Although Malson is bad, he
eventually regains his moral consciousness and kindness, as he is touched by his
best friend’s unconditional love.

It was not easy for me to act this role. I had to play the role of a cold-blooded
criminal and, eventually, turned into a sad heart-broken man. It was rather
difficult.

I have to sign off now. Hope I have more time to talk about this play because

it is so awesome.

Love,

Nicky
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Letter: A Surprise Birthday Party

6C Vivian Ho Wing Sze

Dear Shelley,

Are you having a wonderful life in Canada? We had a special Sunday last
week on mum’s birthday. It was the most unbelievable and unforgettable birthday
that she has ever had. Let me tell you what happened that day.

A few months ago, I wrote to the very well-known TV
show ‘Surprise of Your Life’ telling them my idea for a
surprise reunion birthday party for mum. Then two weeks

before mum’s birthday I got a reply from the TV station

g

saying they loved my idea very much. You could imagine

how excited I was when I heard the news! I immediately
told them how I wanted the TV presenter and his crew to help organise the most
memorable birthday party for mum. My idea for the reunion birthday party
stemmed from mum’s fond memories of her five best friends and their emigration
that brought about her loss of contact with all of them. This year is also the 20th
anniversary of their friendship and she really misses them and hopes to see them
again one day. I just wanted to grant her wish for a gathering with her best friends
from secondary school. Surprisingly, the TV presenter told me after a week that all
five of mum’s best friends from New York, England, Australia, Canada and New
Zealand were willing to come back to Hong Kong to celebrate mum’s birthday. I
was so touched and happy for mum!

As every Sunday is our family day, we always
go ‘yum cha’ in the morning and mum’s birthday
was no exception. When we arrived at the Chinese
restaurant, we just did the same things as usual and
no one said anything to mum. After finishing our
food, I told mum that I had a project to do while
dad said that he had to work. Meanwhile, dad and

I planned to go to decorate the venue for mum’s birthday party. Therefore, mum
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had to go home alone. When she
arrived home, she found that her key
couldn’t open the door. I left a note
saying that the door lock had broken
that morning and that she needed to go
to the locksmith near the park to get a
new lock. Of course that was a trick I

played on her as I wanted her to go to

the park to meet her best friends.

Ten minutes later, mum arrived at the park. She was shocked because five
of her best friends ran up to her saying ‘Happy Birthday my dear friend! Despite
losing contact and not seeing you for almost 20 years, you are still just as pretty
as before.” Mum couldn’t stop crying since she
couldn’t imagine all her best friends would
come and gather there to celebrate her birthday.

The most brilliant part was that the TV
presenter and her team filmed the whole reunion
and told us that it would be aired on the show. -
I asked mum if she minded being seen on TV.
She laughed happily and said, ‘I don’t mind
at all and I want to give a big hand to all of

you for finding all my best friends to celebrate

my birthday. It would be my pleasure to tell
everyone watching that anything is possible when you have hope!’
Wasn’t that a wonderful birthday present for mum? I wish you were here to

see how happy and surprised mum was. Please write soon. Have a nice day!

With love,
Nicky
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If I had 24 Hours Left

6D Nicole Chan Kiu Yu

Everyone has to go through birth, ageing, illness
and death. As the proverb goes, ‘life and death are
arranged while wealth and poverty are destined’. Is there
anything else which controls and constrains our lives?

Do we have the right to decide our fate? These are, of
course, irrelevant questions for you and me with healthy and strong bodies. Yet
for terminal cancer patients, life and death seem like heaven and hell.

Recently, I attended a talk about
cancer at school. This reminded me of the
value of life and inspired me a lot. The
speaker asked us a question, ‘What would
you do if you had 24 hours left?’ I was
shocked and my brain went blank. Then
I thought about this question seriously. I

realized that school results, money or even

fame are not of paramount importance

anymore. What I should do in these
precious 24 hours is to seize the time and
cherish the people around me, especially family and friends.

First and foremost, I believe that family is the most important thing in our
life. Nothing can replace them. Not only
will they give us love, but also educate
us and instill in us the right attitude to
life. They make every effort to work and
exhaust every alternative to give us the
best things. If I had only one day left, I

would definitely spend most of the time v

with my family because I enjoy every
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precious moment with them.

I would start my day by going ‘yum cha’ with my grandma in the morning.
My grandma, who has a lot of wrinkles but the most beautiful smile in the world,
is the most crucial person in my life. She is 85 years old now. I am so grateful that
she is still healthy and energetic. It is my unshakable belief that I will remember
all our unforgettable memories.

Added to the above
is that I would spend

time with my friends.
They are the people who
bring me happiness and
encouragement, share
my sadness and give
me comfort when I am
down. It doesn’t matter
where we would go. I just want to spend time with them and take this window of
opportunity to show them my love.

Last, but by no means least, I would have dinner with my family at home. I
would cook for them by myself. No luxurious environment, no extravagant food,
all I can give them is a meal prepared with my love.

All of these things seem simple and easy. Why should we wait until our last
24 hours to finish them? We should cherish the people around us, treasure what we
own and seize our time! No one can ensure what will happen in the next moment.
The stark fact, however, is that we will have regrets if we fail to do what we want.

So, shouldn’t you take action now?
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It’s Not As Easy As I Thought!

6D Gigi Lo Chi Ki

My mum always says that being a student was the happiest time in her whole
life. She told me to treasure my brilliant school life because when I grow up and
start to work, I will understand working isn’t an easy thing. Now I realized what
she said is true.

Last summer, I spent a week working in my Uncle John’s company. It’s a
publishing company. At first, I was so excited because I had never worked before.
I couldn’t stop imagining how wonderful my summer job would be. But then, I
found the work hard and it made me learn a lot.

My working hours were from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. On the day
before my first day, I told myself, ‘it’s my first time going to work,
I must arrive at the company earlier than the others.” Unfortunately,

I was late on the first day.

I arrived at the company at 10:30 a.m. because I woke up late.
When I walked in, everyone stared at me. Then I saw Uncle John. He shouted at
me in front of all his employees. ‘Jessica, what time is it now? Do you know how
to manage your time? It’s your first day at work!’

I felt embarrassed and my face was turning red. I also Bl

so ashamed. That was a really terrible beginning.

heard some of the staff jeering at me. At that moment, I was He-cl

ety

On the fourth day, I went to see Uncle John. ‘Hello, Uncle John. Is there

The following two days, most of the time, I just did

nothing. I tried to ask the staff for something to do but no

one answered me.

anything I can do to help?’ I asked. ‘Sure, here are some files. Can you help me
to finish printing all these files? They are the draft of a new book we’re going to
publish. Today is the deadline. Please pass it to my secretary before 8:30 p.m,’
said Uncle John. ‘Okay, no problem!’ I replied. ‘Are you sure you can finish all

of them? If you can’t, I can ask the others to help you.’ Uncle John seemed a bit
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worried. ‘I’m sure I can. Please trust me!’ I said confidently.
Wishing to impress Uncle John, I started to work right

away. About 5 hours later, [ was so tired so I decided to go out

to have a break. I went shopping and bought a lot of things.

Then I went home. I kept having a feeling that there was

something that I should do but I couldn’t remember what it
was. W L

The next day, Amy, my uncle’s secretary,
came to me and told me that Uncle John wanted to see me

for something really urgent. It was only at that time that I

remembered I hadn’t finished the job my uncle asked me to do.
{ ‘He must be very angry this time. I’'m sure he will scold me and
tell mum how terrible I am,’ I thought.

When I saw Uncle John, I apologized immediately. But Uncle John didn’t
scold me. He just asked, ‘Jessica, what do you think about your performance in
the last few days?’ I didn’t answer because I knew I did very badly. Uncle John
continued, ‘it’s your first time working in a company. You should be grateful
that this is not a real job for you. You know, being punctual, conscientious and
responsible are very important for a worker, but you don’t have any one of these
qualities.’

That night, when I was lying on my bed, I kept thinking about what my uncle
said. Although it made me feel sad, I knew that a bitter
mouth utters fine words. I realized how badly I did. I
was careless. [ wasn’t punctual. I was irresponsible ... W A( :

Even though it was not a happy working b = ‘
experience, it really taught me a lot. At least, I know &%

that if I want to be a good employee, there’s still a long

way to go. I should cherish my time being a student.
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